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Had wal a ning ei 
beauty. of the' banks of the Wye, 
and was determined to become an eye- 


witneſs of it. Accordingly, in the ſum- 
mer of the year 1740, I ſet out for 
Chepſtow, in which, though a dirty lit- 
tle town, I halted for a few days to 
view the neighbouring country, which 
is as charming, as Chepſtow is con- 
temptible. The caſtle, old and pic- 
tureſque, is at once worthy the notice 
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ol the painter and the antiquary. To- o- 
Wards the town, a range of reverend 
towers ſo enveloped with ivy, that, 
were it not for the circular ſhape with- 
out, one would never imagine that any 
towers were there, hang over what was 
formerly the moat, but which at pre- 
ſent is overgrown by a wilderneſs of 
ſhrubs and briars, which add to the 
romantic appearance of the ſcene. The | 
I reſt of the building. frowns from a 


|  loftyirock over the ſubject Wye, which 
ſrems, as if in awe of the bulwarks 
9 overhead, to haſten to its kindred Se- 


|  vern, whoſe wayes it mingles with a. 
| few miles below Chepſtow. I was al- 
3 ways fond of monuments of ancient 
grandeur, particularly of the gothic 
kind : I was eager therefore to furvey 


A Man- 


t 


a manſue vibe in the 2 of cis 


A 


eee at leaſt repaired by the 


redoubted Strongbow: it had been his - 


habitation, As I paſſed under the 


arch which leads into the lower court, 1 


looked with reverence upon the gates, 


whoſe worm- eaten timbers and ruſty 


hinges betrayed, notwithſtanding, by 
their form and thickneſs, that they 


once could boaſt of vigour and mag- 
nificence. I advanced, and was laok= - 


ing arouna me with thoſe ſenſations 
which minds of a certain caſt expe- 
rience in contemplating the grey and 
ſhattered remains of places, where the 
great of paſt ages have either revel- 
led in . or ſighed in capti· 

Lo vity 


The caſtle of Chepſtow, if not 
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vity, when the backing of two ſpaniels | 


Interrupted my meditation. A door 
opened, and a venerable matron, of no 


vulgar Age, appeared at it: «Þ bow- 


ed, ſhe returned my ſalute, apologizing 6 


for the diſturbance ler Rar had ſeem- | 


* 


ed to - me £5: on. l 


Res dura, et regni novitas, me uit cogunt 
Moliri, latẽque ines cuſtode wank - 


1 could not kelp calling 10 EE 
diſtich of Virgil, which he puts into 


the _— of Dido. I ndeed the 2 


for the good lady me me that 
her family had for ſeveral generations 


made one of the towers (which ſhe 


pointed to) their abode; that they 
held it by a leaſe for lives from its 
15 4 inuten 


. J 
ituſtrious- proprietors ; and that the * 
herſelf had been born, and Pay 3 
probably end her days, in it. This 2 
fai, ſhe took from an oak tables a key 
punch of ancient keys, and obligingly 
offered to ſhew me the various parts 
ol her ſolemn and (but when her 
barked) ſilent habitation. * 
She led me through PN" | 
unſafe ſtair-caſes, roofleſs halls, « chear- 
leſs kitchens, a chapel no longer holy; 3 


bade me peep through ſpike-holes, : 
. climb. battlements, deſcend through = 
winding paſſages, ſqueeze through nar- : 
row wickets eraved my aſſiſtance 
to raiſe bars, looſen bolts, unlock 


doors, all which appeared. neither rot- : 
E ten nor ſound, but in that ſort! of 
Aationary condition, which tells obe 
ES 3 


1231 

that time has been weary of afflicting 
A walnut: tree, oval with herſelf, | 
court; it reared its head as if con- 


ſcious of its elevation; at every breeze 
it brandiſhed its fruitful arms, and 
ſeemed to glory in its own abundance. 
Here we pauſed ; my conductreſs to 
rake breath, and I the proſpect. : 
I! be proſpect was grand, was beau- 
titul. The rich mixture of corn - fields 
and meadows; the rocks here white, 
there red, tinted with the various 
green of ivy, oak, and many an hum- 
ble ſhrub that ventures to ſpread its 
leaves in thoſe inacceſſible cliffs; the 
windings of the Wye, the moving 
barks upon its boſom, the groves of 
Perſefield, 


T3 | 
Perſefield, all conſpired to delight the 
eye, to fill the heart with pleaſure. 
It was now near ſunſet: there was 
yet one part of the caſtle which I had 
not entered; the tower in which the 
gentle woman dwelt.. We roſe, and 
croſſing the court diagonally, arrived 
at a paſſage which terminated in a 
parlour, decent, but gloomy ; near it 
was a ſmall kitchen, illumined by one 
dim. gothic window ; detached flights 
of ſtone ſteps, led up and down to the 
other apartments. It was à manſion 
ſacred to filence and repoſe; a n 

would not have diſdained N 21 
We. * and talked 2 ö 
matters relative to the b 0 4 
doubt, ſir, ſaid the lady, 8 1 
„ ee 
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prized that my forefathers ſhould have 
choſen ſuch an habitation as this tower, 
ſituated amidſt a ſcene of ruin, per- 
petually preſenting the image of de- 
cay, and memorials of the downfal of 
human elevation. You, perhaps, won- 
der alſo, why I have followed the ex- 


LON ne ample of my predeceſſors, and pre- 


ferred this ſambre abode to the more 
chearful manſians of modern days. 
But diſmal as it may appear, ſeveral 
perſons have been ſatisfied to lodge 
in it, ſince it hath been in the hands 
of my family: the ſtyle of the edifice, 
and the proſpect from the windows, 
had charms for them, which. eaſily 
compenſated for all its diſadvantages. 

My love of antiquity was inflamed 
by this intelligence. To live in a ga- 


E 


thic fortreſs was a ſource of pleaſure 


too rare to be neglected: I was re- 


ſolved to ſeize the opportunity. Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, I admire the taſte of thoſe 
perſons who. made this place their. 
temporary reſidence, and, ſhould: you 
not think me a troubleſome inmate, 
vill joyfully imitate their example. 
For a few months 1 ſhall be wholly 
' unoccupied with buſineſs ; permit me 
to ſpend them at Chepſtow Caſtle. 
The bargain was ſtruck, and a cham- 
ber aſſigned to me, from the caſement | 
of which I enjoyed a view. which was 
truly enchanting. 

The ladies of caſtles in former times 
were celebrated for their courteſy. 
That virtue had not degenerated in 
my hoſteſs. It ſeemed to be a fort of 
heir- 
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nr which deſcended with *. 


manſion. She was narrative, but not 
tedious ; inſtructive, entertaining, po- 
lire ; in her houſhold affairs, provi- 
dent, ſedulous, œconomical; ſhe was 
about ſixty, and a gentle woman. 

We were diſcourſing one evening 
upon chivalry. She had read romances : 
fo had I. After having aſked my opi- 
nion of ſeveral of thoſe works, and gi- 
ven me her own in return, ſhe with- 
drew into an adjoining cloſet, and 
brought from thence a volume in ma- 
nuſcript, which for about fourſcore 
years had been in the poſſeſſion of her fa- 
mily. It was ſuppoſed, ſhe ſaid, to have 
been written by a gentleman who was 


a priſoner in the caſtle in the reign of 
Charles the ſecond; She ſuffered me 
t 


L 2171 1 Wks | 
co take a copy. Part of the work had 
been loſt ; the manuſcript began there- 
fore abruptly as follows : 
— * My confinement was 
now become exceedingly irkſome; my 
friends had ſolicited ſor my enlarge- 
ment, but in vain : the king was inex- 
orable. My ſpirits and my health now 
viſibly decayed ; I became ſilent, pen- 
ſive, peeviſſi: ſleep alſo denied me its 
wonted ſuccour. One night, as I lay 
ruminating on my hopeleſs ſituation, 
the light of the moon, which darted 
through the narrow window of my 
chamber, tempted me to riſe, and to 
ſurvey, at the ſolemn hour of twelve, 
the variegated ſcene which lay around 
me. I aſcended to the top of the 
tower; I Jeaned againſt the battle. 
ments, 
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2 1 | 
ments, and liſtened to the uergelar 
murmuring of the Wye, which lulled 
me into a kind of ſtupid tranquillity. 
In this LIE and in this frame of 
mind, I thought I beheld a form mov 
ing towards me; it ſeemed, as it ap- 
proached, to be that of a man in com- 
pleat armour, and to walk upon the 
wall. His ſtature was great, his mien 
noble, his gait martial. Terror took 
poſſeſſion of me: 1 remained motion- 
| Tefs. The viſion advanced to the ſpot 
wherein I was ſeated ; and, looking 
ſteadfaſtly upon me, accofted me in 
theſe words : © Whoever you are, be 
not diſmayed at what you ſee. I 
come not to do harm. Take cou- 
rage, and follow me.“ My fears were 
ſomewhat abated by this benign ad- 
dutreſs: 


1 3 1 


dreſs: I roſe, and obeyed. The viſion 
led me along the embraſures: we de- 
ſcended a flight of ſteps, and, croſſing 
the court, arrived at a little door, from 
which, by a narrow winding ſtair- caſe, 
we mounted to a kind of ſtone ſeat, 
which commanded a full proſpect of 
the adjacent country. The warrior- 
ghoſt made a ſign to me to ſit: I. 
obeyed again: it ſtood at a little diſ- 
tance from me, and ſpoke a ſecond | 


ame ages ago I 


time, as follows: 


was poſſeſſor of this caſtle. You have, 
haply, read in the chronicles of this 


nation;” of an Earl of Pembroke, on 
whom frenown had conferred the ſur- 
name of Strongbow'*. 'Behold-in. me 
the ſhade of that Baron. Ever ſince the 


He was of the inekrieab host of Clare: / 
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this filent hour over this now-ruined 


manſion, and ſhall, until a certain deed 


will implore thee to perform. Never- 
theleſs, let me firſt relate certain events 
of my life, which, though at preſent 
little known to fame, are yet not un- 
inſtructive. But, ſtranger, ſay, do you | 
underſtand well the diale& in which I 


ſpeak ? Doth it not ſound uncouth, 
and antiquated to your ear? 


I anſwered (for I now felt myſelf 
entirely at eaſe), that I was by no 
means unacquainted with the Norman 


French; that I had, in my youth, ſtu- 


died the laws of England, many trea- 


tiſes on which were written in the lan- 


guage 


1 

guage ſpoken at the court of that great 
monarch, to whoſe reign his lord- 

ſhip's conqueſts and heroic deeds of 
arms had given ſo much luſtre and 

importance: that his words were ſuf. 
ficiently intelligible, and that any com- 
munications with which he might 
chooſe to honour me, I ſhould faith- 
fully note down at another time, and 
put into language more adapted to 
modern ears. But permit me, con- 
tinued I, to aſk your Lordſhip, why 
you do not ſpeak in that hollow tone, 
in which, it is'faid, the ſpirits of de- 
parted perſons are accuſtomed to ad- 
dreſs the living? 

Be aſſured, replied the noble viſion; | 
that it is mere affectation, and intended 
to give an air of conſequence to what: 
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they ſay. The ſouls of the deceaſed, 
when wandering in 'this upper world, 


| have exactly the ſame tone of voice 


which was peculiar to them when en- 


| cloſed in a mortal body. 


And now, illuſtrious ſpirit, ſaid 1. 1 


iis with attention the recital of thoſe 
events to which you have already al- 


luded.— Know then, replied he, that I 
was left an orphan at a very early age. 


Tou muſt have read, that in thoſe 


days of chivalry, it was uſual for young 
nobles, previous to their receiving the 


order of knighthood, to reſort to the 
caſtle of ſome potent baron, in order 
to learn their military exerciſes. It 
was a kind of ſchool in which courteſy 


of manners, and probity of ſoul, were 


no leſs cultivated, than the ſcience of 
arms. 


#1] 
arms. But ſee, over yonder euſtern 
hill the dawn appears. Farewell; 
to-morrow, at midnight, will I con- 
tinue my narration. This ſaid, he va- 
niſhed, 


ah . 
NIGHT Il 

HE clock ſtruck twelve. i 1485 

paired to the place of meeting. 
Earl Strongbow was true to his. ap- 
pointment. He ſaluted me with a | 
gracious air, and thus proceeded ;—Ir 
was under the eye of the illuſtrious 
| Earl of Shrewſbury that I received . 
my martial education. I ſpent” my 
youthful years, for the moſt part, at 
Foul. 0 his 


tn. 

his caſtle, which was crowded with 
knights and barons, who were. nearly : 
of my own age, and who glowed with | 
the love of arms, as I did. Among the 
moſt noted were William le Scroop, 
and the Lord Mortimer, De Broke, 
fon of a gallant knight, De 8 pencer, 
deſcended of a noble line, Fitzherbert, 
Fitzwilliam, Fitzoſborne, no vulgar 
names, and the Earl of Wiltſhire, who, 
though ſenior to us, was ſtill attached 
to juvenile ſports, and to the early 
image of chivalry, To cutb the in- 
dignant courſer, to couch the ſtrong 
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lance, to wield the faulchion and the 
battle- axe, was our daily exerciſe ; we 
ran at the ring, and made trial of our 
proweſs in mock encounters. Each 
panted for the glory of becoming an 
ie 8 accom- 
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. 
accotnpliſhed warrior, and for the day 
which was to adorn him with the dig- 
nity of knighthood. 1 

Of all the young nobles who re- 
ſorted to the caſtle, the two with whom 
I was moſt connected in friendſhip 

were Humphrey de la Mark and Ri- 
chard Fitzwalter. Their anceſtors had 
come over to England with the Con- 
queror, and had riſen to be barons of 
the realm. The father of de la Mark, 
an indolent and ſimple man of no per- 
ſonal authority, was, nevertheleſs, re- 
ſpected in conſideration of his race, as. 
remarkable for its uprightneſs as for 
its antiquity. The father of Fitz. 

walter was a different character. Able, 


active, ambitious, cunning, he had ac- 


. iwpßftance at the court of 
3 A King 


* | 


King Henry; and was frequently ad- 
mitted to the ſecret councils of that 
monarch. Imperious and rigid, he 
was hated by the people : peeviſh and 
capricious, he was unloved by his fa- 
mily, His revenues being too ſcanty 
for his pride, and his advancement diſ- 
proportioned to the views of his am- 
bition, this domeſtit moroſeneſs aug- 
mented daily, and haſtened a diſſolu- 
tion that no mortal regretted. 
The ſons (as will appear in the ſe- 
quel of this ſtory}, inherited ſome por- 
tion of theſe reſpective diſpoſitions. 
De la Mark, leſs indolent, leſs ſimple - 
-than his father, cheriſhed in ſecrer the 
ſeeds of an ambition, which his talents 
did not warrant, but to which his name 
and lineage lent ſome colour of de- 
corum. 


corum. He attempted craft, but ex- 


perienced ill ſucceſs : nature had nor 


moulded him a cunning man. Ene- 
mies he had none; and his intimates, 
who were uſually the objects of his 
wiles, ſmiled calmly at contrivances 
too ſhallow to take effect. As a con- 
| ſequence of theſe Propenſities to am- 


bition and policy, he was frequently 


the dupe of the deſigns of others, and 
of his own. He was induſtrious, but 
wanted vigour ; charitable, but indiſ- 
creet in the diſpoſal of his bounty. 


Courteous and well-tempered, he was 


approved and even loved; of reſpect 
had a moderate ſhare, of admiration, 
none, Nature had not been to-the 
other in the leaſt degree more liberal, 


She had, however, excluded from his 
C4 boſom 


* 


= © "a 1 

boſom theſe uneaſy ſenſations, which 
are, ſometimes the offspring of con- 
ſcious inferiority, by an abundant ſop- 
ply of ſelf-ſufficiency. With all the 
pride of his father, Fitzwalter had more 
vanity; with all his artifice, had leſs 
ability. Aſſuming, and iraſcible, he 
diſguſted his companions, while a pe- 
tulant ambition united with an incli- 
nation to luxury and libertiniſm, eſ- 
tranged from him the eſteem of the 
mature and diſtinguiſhing. Artful by 
nature, he thirſted likewiſe for the re- 
putation of being artful. It was his 
glory to ſucceed by indirect means: 
to give practice to this talent, by em- 
ploying him in ſecret ſchemes, was an 
obligation of the higheſt nature, and 
he would even endeavour to impoſe 

upon 


EOF 

upon his friend for the benefit of per- 
ſons with whom he had no amity. He 
was envious, but | too proud to confeſs 
that he was ſo. Whenever he per- 
formed actions which wore tlie garb 
of friendſhip, vanity could boaſt of ſo 
conſiderable an influence, that good- 
nature withdrew all pretenſions to a 
ſhare in them. He was lively, ac- 
tive, intelligent, and poſſeſſed a ſhewy 
promptitude, which, with che undiſ= 
© cerning, paſſed for valour. Such 
were the heir of the houſe of de la 
Mark, and the ſon of the Baron Fitz- 
walter. | 5 

I have depicted the characters of 
theſe two nobles, not as they appeared 
to me at the commencement of our 
intimacy, but as they were unfolded 
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by events, in which various paſſions 
contributed to diſplay them in the co- 
louring which had been laid in by the 


hand of nature, and afterwards height- 
ened by art. The connections of our 


early days are not often formed with 
deliberation, and from a true know- 
ledge of men. A fimilitude of ſtudies 
almoſt neceſſarily occaſions a degree 
of aſſociation ; which habit ripens in- 
to intimacy or, friendſhip, while the 
unſuſpecting temper and generous con- 
fidence of youth, and that ſucceſſion 
of brilliant objects which occupy the 


ſoul, prevent us from looking more 


deeply into things. As we arrive at 
manhood, ſome jarring intereſt, or an 
emulation degenerating into rivalſhip, 


removes the veil, and ſhews us that. 


what 


what. we had ine for friendſhip, 
vas but the mere ſhadow of that in- 
valuable bleſſing. 

The Earl of Shrewſbury, our 1 
trious hoſt, the pattern by which we 
formed ourſelves to chivalry, was now 
in his ſixtieth year, and ſtill poſſeſſed | 
no inconſiderable ſhare of that ſpirit 
and vigour for which he had been early 
diſtinguiſhed. During the commo- 
tions of the preceding reign, his name 
had been high in arms. As his under- 
ſtanding was bright, and his poſſeſſions 
extenſive, his importance in the pub- 
lic council of the realm had rendered 
him a leading perſon in every national 
concern. Courted by the crown, and 
reverenced by the people, he ſplendidly 
maintained the ſtation of an indepen- 
dant and potent baron, The Counteſs 
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K Shrewſbury, who was a few years 
younger than her lord, ſtill cheriſhed 
the remains of that extraotdinary beau- 
ty for Which ſhe had been ſo long and 
fo loudly celebrated. Her birth was 
exalted, her heart noble, her mental en- 
dowments various and cultivated. In 
her mien, and in her manners, there ap- 
peared a dignity, which, enlivened by 
her wit, and ſoftened by her affability, 
diſcouraged not the diffident, yet over- 
awed the preſumptuous. Her con- 
verſation was elegant, refined, inſtruc- 
tive: it was not poſſible to be of her 
ſociety, without acquiring inſenſibly a 
nobleneſs of thought and a rectitude of 
ſoul: for the rays of her | underſtand- 
ing illumined every object that fortu- 
nately exiſted within the reach of its 
reſplendency. 
226 deſcribe 
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I deſcribe with a grateful ſatisfaction 

the character of this incomparable la- 

dy. An orphan from my infancy, I 
was indebted to- her almoſt maternal 
regard, for much of that progreſs I 
may have made in knightly excel- 
lence. Her precepts were imprinted - 

with double force upon my mind, 
from the delight and veneration with 
which I liſtened to them. If the 
love of true glory ever reigned with- 
in the boſom of Strongbow, it was 
inſpired and directed by this dignified 
matron, and by the ſtill more potent 
influence of another perſon, whoſe 
picture I ſhall now pourtray. There Mi 
refided with the Counteſs a young lady 
of noble rank, who, on the deceaſe of + 
her farher, had been intruſted by the 

| king 


* 


* 


ü * 1 


king to the wardſhip of the Earl of 
Shrewſbury. The lady Geralda (for 

ſo was ſhe named), had not yet attained 

to her eighteenth year. She was tall; 
but the ſymmetry of her form, and the 
inimitable. gracefulneſs which accom- 
panied her motions, conſpired to be- 
ſtow upon her perſon an air chat 
was at once majeſtic, intereſting, and 


lovely. The tenderneſs which nature 
had implanted in her heart, ſhone forth 
irreſiftibly from her bright blue eyes, 
that diffuſed over a countenance ele- 
gantly oval a ſweetneſs which two dim- 
ples contributed to increaſe. An aqui- 
line noſe, a lofty forehead, eye-brows - 
| arched and even, and hair of a golden 
yellow, flowing in artleſs ringlets down 
2 neck of dazzling whiteneſs, ' aug- 


mented 


mented the number of her an perſona at. * 
tractions. Her voice was 10 muſical, „ 
that it operated like a charm upon: the . 
ſenſes of all who heard her. The 

beauties of the face by ſickneſs. may | 

decay, i in age muſt diſappear: but an 
elegance of tone and a dignity of man- 


ners remain through all the various 
viciſſitudes of life, and are charms 
which death alone can take away. 
Her intellectual advantages I forbear 
to mention: it is ſufficient to remark 


that her mind had Been formed. by the 
Counteſs of Shrewſburx. 


ok A mutual admiration and an unity of 
taſtes ſtill cemented and adorned the 
domeſtic happineſs of the accompliſhed 


pair, beneath whoſe roof we firſt. be⸗ 
held each other; Their caſtle was the | 
' aa © 
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1 1 
abode of virtuous pleaſures, and of 
princely hoſpitality. Thither all re- 
paired who delighted in refined feſtivi- 
ty, or were ambitious to become emi. 
nent for courtlineſs of manners. The 
jouſts, and other warlike entertain- 
ments, allured to it a concourſe of gal- 
lant knights, and of beautiful and illuſ- 
trious ladies, whoſe preſence added 
much to the magnificence of the 
fcene. PE 
Amongſt theſe laſt was Philippina 
de Clarivaux, a lady leſs celebrated for 
perſonal charms, than for the rich in- 
heritance ſhe was deſtined to poſſeſs. 
Her family was of Norman origin, 
but had lately ſettled in England; her 
fortune, the bequeathed wealth of a 


deceaſed relation, who had been a Car- 


dinal. 


1 


dinal. The lady Philippina was, "TP 
ever, young, and of a lively. caſt of 
mind; had amiable qualities, nor was 
without ſome ſhare of beauty. For 
her eyes were black, expreſſive,. and 


n agrecable, and if her ſtature was but 


low, her figure yet was delicate. Ere 
love had animated my heart with de- 
votion for the fair Geralda, J had been 
honoured with the ſmiles of Philippina 

de Clarivaux. She had ſeen me at the 
caſtles of my kindred of the houſe of 
Falconbridge, where my fame for mar- 
tial ardour had obtained me her regard. 
At firſt, I felt no paſſion for the lady 
Philippina; but a ſenſe of gratitude 
was riſing within my boſom (gratitude, 
which ere long muſt have terminated 
in _ when the arts of my kinſmen; 


and 
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and the conduct of Philippina, inſpited 
me with diſguſt, and cauſed me to 


5 transfer my affections to that incom- 
parable object Uni fate I Rs and 


whoſe memory I adore. 

Here the viſion pauſed for ſome mi- 
nutes. Then, reſuming his narration 
Know, ſtranger, ſaid he, that as my 
paternal domains were con liderable,, 
and the heroic valour which I had 
already diſplayed foreboded a rich har- 
veſt of future renown, my alliance was 


early and artfully fought by many il- 


| luftrious houſes : artfully, ſince pride 
forbade them to own what intereſt and 
avarice had taught them to deſire. The 


policy of ſome went farther. By ob- 
ſerving a cautious ſilence with reſpect 


to my dawning glories, or by affecting 


to 
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to undervalue them, they endeavou 
0 to leſſen me in my own "eſtimation, 

and thus cheaply n the ends 

of their ambĩtion. FOOL. 

The lady Adelaide of the houſe of 

Falconbiidge; was one of thoſe in 
whoſe favour theſe devices had been 

adopted. By a refinement in cun- 
ning, her family had laboured to turn 

my attention to Philippina de Clart- 


vaux, with the double view of con- 
cealing their approaches in behalf of 
the lady Adelaide, and of diverting 
my thoughts from the reſt of that fair 
aſſembly which adorned and enlivened q 
the caſtle of the Eart of Shrewſbury. | * 
The ſame memorable duplicity was oY 
alſo practiſed (and for reaſons of the like 
nature) by another noble houſe, with 
.I. D which, 
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which, "oY my boyiſh years, 1 had : 


been connected by the ſtricteſt amity. 
In this latter inſtance, however, beauty, 
not wealth, was the ſnare which had 


been laid for me, and Matilda de 


Woverley, a pretty-faced adventurer 
from a diſtant iſland in the dominions 
of King Henry, was the temporary 
idol before which I was to bow down. 
Thus were my various friends direCt- 
ing the ſame arts, from the ſame mo- 
tives, though with different intereſts, 
againſt the too ſuſceptible and unſuſ- 
picious heart of Strongbow. 

Excuſe me, courteous ſtranger, if 1 


have fatigued your attention, by a re- 


cital of circumſtances that were intri- 
cate and ignoble, but which are never- 
'theleſs requilite to the tale 1 ſhall un- 
| fold ; 


L 1] 
fold; or by the mention of beben 
we nn en bſorbed in 

per — 
time, and are worn out of the annals 
of forgetful poſterity. Forgive me 
allo, if, in the contimmtion of my 
ſtary, I ſhould ſpeak-of my own ex- 
ploits in the langugge of admiration. 
What were an giftrage in the living, 
muſt be pardoged in the dead. What 
were unknightly and inſufferable in an 
. | hiſtorian of fleſh and blood, may well 
- paſs without cenſure in an empty 
phantaſm, confined to mere verbal 
narrat ion, aa who, therefore, cannot 
irnitate the modeſty of Cæſar, by de- 
ſeribing his own achievements through 
the channel of the third perſon. © 
D 2 My 
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Wels ache to this new kind of 


0 


Give, therefore, to the re- 


nen of your exalted adventures a 


fatisfaftory compleatneſs, nor ſuffer 
me to be diſappointed by an ill-timed 
modeſty, which, as you are no longer 
a ſupernal being, would be wholly out 
of character. You have done with 
the vanity of the human condition. 
You have put off the paſſions of men. 

You have no ambition to gratify 'by 
this ſelf-applauſe, but are purely diſ- 
cloſing, with hiſtorical fidelity, what 
remoteneſs of time, and a deficiency 
of materials have prevented ſome able 
writer from recording with. due ſplen- | 


dor. 


. 
dor. A ghoſt is above the rules of 
earthly criticiſm. 1 Proceed then fo 


3 ww 


relate what I am languiſhing to hear, 


and whenever the dignity of ;the-ſub- 
ject ſnall require that yo ſhould 
mention in Jofty terms your own, im. 
mortal actions, I ſhall bear in wh 
that your lordſhip is but. a ſpirit, 


* 5 1 


cc ne as: and a fleeting ſhade??: 


Of this we were now unſeaſonkbly 
convinced. For ne crowing of 4 
neighbouring cock pur 4 ba to the 
conference. We parted with recipro- 
cal promiſes of meeting on the enſuing 
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right, at the uſual hour and Place. 
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A re 11 * u. 
r had x fuel my i inet. 
0 ttious companion, and ſeated my- 
HF on the fotninit of the wall, when 
a heavy ſhower of rain deſcended, and 
ſeemed to thieaten'us with an immedi- 
ate interruption. Earl Strongbow, how- 
ever, with that courteſy which diſtin- 
5 guiſhed him while living, propoſed my 
retiring to one of the niches of the 
chapel, from whence I could liſten to 
him with ſecurity, This point ad- 
juſted, he reſumed his narration as 
follows: 
The time was now arrived, when moſt 
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of the young candidates for knight- 
hood, who were either in wardſhip 
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„„ 8 
to his caſtle, as to a court of gallantry 7 
and valour, were to obtain the” dif- . 
tinction to which they had ardentig, 
aſpired. I had juſt completed wy 
one-and-twentieth year, and was” ac: 
cordingly among the number. We 
were to receive this important honou 
at the hands of our noble hoſt,” and 
from the Earl of Wiltſhire, who'beir 
alſo a knight, was' therefore qualified 
to confer the dignity. - The ceremony 
was to be performed in the chapel, : 
and followed by a magnificent and 
folemn tournament, to which many RE 
valiant and famous Knie ts repaired, 
whoſe names you mall hear, when 1 
come to record the high feats of arms 
which were achieved upon that me⸗ 
morable day, | 
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| Her counteng 
but as 1 approached, it. brightened in- 


; n * 
* * 
1 4 0 | ] 
to ES | 


| ! ; hs 40 Bend to 


0 Al with nn radiance, as if to ho- 
* POP TE nour and inſpirit the outſet of our 
cChivalry. My heart beat with tranſ- 


port, as the proceſſion approached 


the entrance of the chapel. Mortimer, 
de Brooke, and ere others, were 


F Rt Fitzwillian bz: 
the Earl of Wiltſhire. 1 5 
WMhen the ceremony was concluded, 
the Counteſs ſent ry page to deſire I 
would. attend her. I obeyed, and found 


her fit ting alone in a retired apartment. 


ince ſeemed thoughtful ; 


to a look of complacency. She made 
a lign to me to fit down by her, and, 
alter 


following terms: Earl. Stroi 
you are now a knight: it is wi 1 the 
ſincereſt 3 Joy that behold you inve 


that vou will one | 
flower of Engliſh akieplet, chm in in > 
arms, and a name unſullied by ay! re- 


creant action, have 9 
heroic anceſtors anonft;the 1 nobles 
of this nation: your proweſs and your 
probity have induced me to divine 


that you will even tranſcend the re- 


nown of your progenitors. But pro- 


b and valour are not all: prudence, 


neceſſary to 8 attainment 7 oY 


elevation, Much of this latter qua- 
lity, 
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ſupply t the deficiency. Your la- 
ted mother, on dhe bed of _ 
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fliciently performed, were I, at this im- 
portant æra of your life, to omit im- 


parting to you ſuch uſeful obſerva- 
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tions as J have been enabled to trea- 
fure up for the benefit of others. 
The fame and dignity which you are 
likely to acquire, will attract a nu- 
merous tribe of the artful and of the 
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whom you muſt expect 
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to find but a few that ſincerely love 
you. Thoſe ſplendid exploits, that 


triumphant 
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affect to n will in derer 4 


;gnoble jeatouy will lurk ad rant 


and, in ſpite of diflimulation, br 2 
out by little ſtarts, which may eſcape 


the unobſerving, but of which a pru- 


dent mind will not fail to make ad- 
vantage. Or intereſt is the ſole baſis 


of their unſtable attachment. They 


have ſome favourite meaſure, ſome 
ſelfiſh deſign ; ſhould difappointment 
enſue, their boaſted partiality dies away 
by degrees, and either ifs into in- 
difference, or terminates in averſion. I 
| have heard my Lord of Shrewſbury 
declare, that in his earlier days he 
| : — 
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ble x vice, was to ey i nichoiſt 
loſs of time, like a mortified limb, which, 
if not quickly cut away, will endanger 
the whole body with which it is con- 
nected. ——Of all the arts deviſed for 
the deception. of noble minds, there is 
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none ſo alarming, (for there is none ſo 
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likely to ſucceed) as the endeavouring ; 
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to pique you into any undertaking, ei- 
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ther by affecting to conſider you as in · 


capable of achieving it, or by craftily 


inſinuating through oblique methods, 
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* M ros Principle. To queſtion; . "2 
implication, his ardour for herbic en | 
terprize, to ſcatter ſeeming doubts witl: 5 
reſ] pect to his intrepidity, are ſn ares 2 
which have entangled many a warlikee 
knight, and involved him in adven- 
_ *tyres alike detrimental” to his intereſts 
and his fame, for the ſole advantage o 
perſons who had ſought out the de- | 
fenceleſs avenues to his heart, and ſuc- 
ceeded by ſetting the paſſions of a ge- 
nerous breaſt at war with one another. 


Conſider therefore in what true virtue, | 
true heroiſm conſiſt, When you have 

formed juſt notions upon theſe two 
points, you will be provided with an 4 


ample ſhield againſt the cunning, Woo 
will perceive, with vexation, that they 
have 


Fu tl 


have loſt your. eſteem, and that 8 | 5 4 
meditated fraud proved as fatal to their 
intereſts, AS i Was diſhonourable to 
their characters. Bear alſo i in mind, 
that if it is a good thing to aſk advice, 
it is ſtill a better to beware of whom 
we alk it. : Conſult thoſe only who, 
you, have reaſon to believe, can reap 
no private profit from the counſel they 
beſtow. Look round the circle of 
thoſe who, in common ſpeech, are de- 
nominated. your friends : take twenty 
of them, for inſtance, and demand 
their advice ſeparately upon a parti- 
cular meaſure: it is more than pro- 
bable, that you will be diſtreſſed with 
twenty diſſimilar, jarring, incompa- 
tible opinions; for each will attempt 
to bias you to that which tends to 
4 5 forward 
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a fatal ſtrain of modeſty, in referring 
your conduct to their direction, you 


ſacrifice your welfare to the ſelfiſhneſs 
of men who. may even imagine that 
they are acting a diſintereſted part, 


and be ſtrangers to the recen of On 
own diſpoſitions, —4 
chief of flattery it i moot. o cau- 
tion you; for I have remarked, with 8 


mixture of ſurprize and joy, the diſ- 
taſte you early ſhewed for that be- 
witching poiſon. I was doubly re- 


Joiced ; both becauſe it will defend 


you from one of the worſt evils which 


2 hero hath to dread, and alſo as it 


41 his oun ſchemes. Thus, by 


was a ſymptom of a grand and vi- 


gorous mind. , Flatterers are a race 
which continually infeſt the camp of 
the 


* 


* 12 8 
"2 4 2 


. 
the palace of the prelate, the throne 
of the ſovereign. When fuch ſhall ſur- 
round you in the day of greatneſs and 
renown, and offer up their deteftable 
incenſe, you will turn from it with a 
vile diſdain, and leave them to lament 
chen f u ary diſgrace of an impudent 
and unſu efsful adulation. Some ſy- 
cophants, however, aware of the rifk 
they run, and more ſubtle than the 
reſt, endeavour to maintain their poſt 

| by a plauſible mixture of diſpraiſe 
and commendation, (in which never- 
theleſs the latter muſt predominate) 

ind conceive that a few inſtances of 
random reproach will atone for an 

s F exceſs of blandiloquence, and entitle 
them to continue unmòleſted in their 
2 profeſſion. 
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_ profeſſion. Do not, however, imagine 
that you are not to accept the lawful 


tribute of well- earned praiſe. It i is the 
| nobleſt incentive to glorious deeds, 
and is only delightful when it hath 
been honeſtly deſerved ——The ſame 
| elevation of ſoul, which hath taught 
you to defpiſe flattery, will likewiſe 
exalt you above the meanneſs of oſten- 
tation. This is uſually the bim of 
little minds. You muſt have fre- 
quently remarked, with what variety 


of artifice, and how inſidiouſly, te 
vain ſeek to remind us of their worldly 
advantages, their wealth, their abili- 


ties, their anceſtry, their valour. There 


are alſo deſpicable and peſtilential be 
5 ings, who flutter round us, and whom . 
we cannot chaſe away, although we 
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know them to be ſpies who ; 
. our weakneſſes, and reveal them to he 


world, as a proof that they are ac- 


quainted with os. By theſe you muſt 


expect to be haunted. They are a ſor- 


did train; they will hate you for that 
5 noble and lofty ſpirit, ſo little like 


their own, and will call 1t pride, that 


they may have an excuſe for their 
malignity. There is no quality, how- 
ever excellent, which may not be de- 
graded in the eyes of mankind, by 
.applying to ir an invidious term. 'The 
world is either too indolent to rectify 
the | miſtake, or ſecretly exults at this 
injury to virtue, which, at the ſame 
time, they are ſenſible ſhe hath. not de- 
ſerved. 
bow, that it is my aim to inſpire you 


Imagine not, Earl Strong- 


with 


1 * 1 


with a diſtruſt of humankind. The 

' precepts which 1 deliver, 4e intended 
to ſecure you againſt the miſchieſs 
to which perſons of exalted name and 
dignified ſituations are of neceſſity ex- 
poſed. There is worth to be found 
in the world: may your diſcernment 

and your good fortune enable you to 
meet with it Having thus ſaid, ſhe 
took out from a cabinet which lay be- 
ſide her, a ponderous ſword of curious 
and coſtly workmanſhip. Receive, ſald 

| ſhe, what hath heretofore 'been the 
property of your redoubted forefathers, 
It deſcends to you, a rich inherit- 
ance. This is that Gridalbin, ſo much 
celebrated in ſong. It was viftotions 
at the field of Haſtings, victorious in 

| Paleſtine, victorious in all the 2 


of King Stephen and the Plantage- 
"nets. Take it, and be mighty. Suc- 


cour the feeble, ſubdue the arrogant, 
let the earth reſound with the fame of 
your magnanimity. The extraordinary 
ſtrength with which: nature hath en- 
dowed you, appears to point you out 
as the ſcourge of the tyrannical, as the 
refuge of the unfortunate. You may 
find your parallel: ſhould. ſuch an 
event happen, you will be as two co- 
mets ranging through the | expanſe, 
till you cloſe with a. portentous ſhock, _ 
and the fire of the one ſhall finally 
-Indulge me, 
for a moment, upon n ſubject. 


conſume the other.— 


l am not ignorant of your paſſion for 
the lady Geralda. I have obſerved and 
approved it. The daughter of a ba- 
| $7 ron, 


1 

ron, ſhe is your equal in degree; the 
pupil of my care, ſhe'is allied to yo 
too in virtue. Of equal opulence, of 
ages not unſuitable, are- .you not form- 
ed for each other? But your loves 

a have not yet attained to their matu- 
rity. Tou muſt wander in queſt of 
glory: the heart of that high born and 
invaluable virgin muſt be won by the 
5 toils of meritorious chivalry. Neither ; 
am 1 unacquainted with the inſidious 
conduct of your kindred of the houſe 
of F alconbridge. If their lineage be 
illuſtrious, their deeds have been de- 
generate. Noble actions are not al - 
ways the attendants of noble anceſtry. 


Were it not for her youth and her 5 

inexperience, the lady of Clarivaux 

would be ANY the object of my 
ET | diſdain. - 


1 * 5 


diſdain *: Leo? you, ſhe bath been 
deceived: ſhe hath been betrayed F 
the houſe of Falconbridge into an 
action unworthy of a woman of rank, 
and which, upon reflection, and with 
more eligible advice, I will venture 
to pronounce ſne would i in no wiſe 
| have committed. And could. they 
raiſe up no other rival than Hugo de 


It 88 , from extra Specs many 
of which paſſed, between the viſion and me, 
though not entered in theſe nightly chapters, 
'that what the Counteſs here alludes to, was a ru- 
mour propagated by the houſe of Falconbridge, 
that Hugo de St. Paul, one of the knights of the 
| king's body-guard, was on the point of eſpouſing 
the lady of Clarivaux ; to the fabrication of 


which rumour the latter was ſuppoſed to have 
childiſhly given her conſent. . For the houſe. of 
F. had endeavoured to procure for her but a 
temporary attention from Earl S. it being far 
from their deſign that a marriage ſhould take 
place between them. That houſe had views of 
another nature. 

St. 


tro! SP n 6 for a hon 
ment betweer Philippina de Clarivaux 
and the adorable Geralda. I com- 
miſerate the lot of the lady Phihippina: 
J have conſidered it, ere now, and pro- 
nounced her the future prey of un- 
principled audacity, or of knaviſh 
impoſition. The venerable Cardinal, 
whoſe affluence ſhe inherits, forgot, 
_ when he bequeathed her thoſe immenſe | 
poſſeſſions, that he was entailing cer- 
tain wretchedneſs on this ill- directed 
orphan.— One word more. Do not 
confide too much 1 in de la Mark and 
24 Fitz- 


_ 
$4 4 


pq 1 
2 


which i 18 not perfectly 11 


t 
Fi itzwalter. J. perceive chat there” is 
an appearance of amity towards you, 
envy your growing fame, and conſpire 


rather to retard, than to promote your 


elevation. Be therefore vigilant. De 


la Mark hath a ſhallow deſign in agi - 


tation, in which Fitzwalter hath moſt 
cheerfully engaged: its object is to 


allure you into a matrimonial union 


with Emilia de la Mark. As the for- 
tunes of her houſe are haſtening to 
decay, a twofold advantage is ex- 
pected from this connection: Emilia 
would be ſecurely diſpoſed of in mar- 
riage, and the progreſs of your gran- 
deur ſucceſsfully delayed, by preclud- | 
ing you from an alliance more im- 
A and conſpicuous. The report 
which 


which aſſigned you to Philippina de | 
Clarivaux, alarmed and | confounded | 
them: they heard it with. regret, and 
: dreaded its authenticity. De la Mark 
and Fitz walter may with you no miſ-: | 
chance: but, believe me, they deteſt | 
the idea of your exaltation. To have 
at heart the diſpoſal of a female in 


marriage, is intitled to our praiſe: to 
employ cunning for its accompliſh- 
ment, is unwiſe, and inconliſtent 15 
true nobility. ry : | 
Here the Counteſs copchateds oe 
was affected with the ſubject. Some 
tears had ſtolen from her animated 
eyes. She held out her hand (Which 
I kiſſed in a tranſport of veneration 
and gratitude): then roſe with a ma- 
jeſtic air and retired amongſt her Wo- 
men, 


OY men, ne me in n at c che 


the tournament which was 10: Boe fo- 
lemnized the enſuing day. I paſt the 
greater part of the night in reflecting 
on the precepts which the Counteſs 
had delivered to me, in exulting in my 
new dignity, in examining Gridalbin, 
in fitting on my armour, in conferring 
with my ſquire, the truſty Otho, and 


in providing for my ſteed the neceſſary 
capariſons. Buther, (for that was the 
name of my incomparable courſer) 
was of a gloſſy black, which might 
rival the plumes of the raven. His 
ſtrength was vaſt, his fleetneſs invin- 
| cle. Deſce nded from a ſteed whoſe 
fire 


"4 


be of Hug: he was my orna- 
ment in Py the EY of Sag 
2 * FR | 

I ſlept but little: - In the morning 
Ps waked by the clarions anditrum- 
pets, which occaſionally nnounced the 
arrival of ſome valorous knight, whs 
glowed with impatience to prove; his 
— in arms, in the 2 of fuck 


I willnot fatigue wee, . 
account of the arms, and the orna- 
ments, and the attendants of the nu- 
merous knights, who preſented them- 
ſelves in the liſts. - It is ſufficient to 
obſerve, that the ſpectacle was ſub- 
lime, the ſpectators princely. The 


[ 66 {= - 
train ol lovely and attractive ladies, 5 
that- ſhone upon the ſcaffolds which 

encircled the place of combat, ſur- 
paſſed what had been known in Eng- 
land for many ages. The Earl of 
A rewſbury fate as judge of the field. 


the more di gnified kn! ghts, who 


re the prize of arms, were the 
Earls of Devonſhire and Berkſhire, 
William de Mountfort, Earl of Lei- 
ceſter, and Robert de Bohun, Earl of 
Hereford. This laſt, an infolent and 
| havghty lord, and vain of his high de- 
ſcent and- brilliant armour, pretended 
to the foremoſt place in the annals of 
fame, and in the favour 9s beauti- 
ful. Nor ſhould I forget to mention 
Sir Reginald Fitzalan, an ancient and 
worthy knight, who accompanied his 
i gallant 


' {ae} 
„Se dir bs che e % 
venerable garrulity, diſcourſed' of the 
paſt, and inſtructed the preſent times. 
Soon after him came Percy, Earl of 
Northumberland, a name of high re- 
nown in Engliſh chivalry. Twenty 
knights, his vaſſals, and two hundred 
men at arms, were of his retinue. The 
loſty halls of Alnwick reſounded daily 
with the rehearſal of the far-famed ex- 
ploits of his progenitors. - Bountiful to 
the poor, a munificent patron to the 
learned, and, as a baron of England, 
upright and magnanimous, he was 
happy in the favour of his ſovereign, 
in the eſteem. of his equals, in the re- 
ſpect and affection of his dependants 
and of the nation. This ſplendid earl 
was attracted to the tournament, not 


C © on 


olly by the deſire of fame, but alſo by 


a paſſion of a more tender deſcription. | 
The youthful heireſs of the houſe of 
Siomerſet was to adorn with her au- 

> Fuſt preſence this imports nt ſcene, and 
Inſpire with her beauty the ardour;of 
the combatants. To this illuſtriot 
de * | his affeQtion ay the rte | 
of his da; rt Yo te 05 
With the ſumptuous and: .warlike 
train that accompanied this baron, 
came Claribert the minſtrel, than whom 
none more ſkilled to adapt to the dul- 
cet harp the gentle ſtrain of love, or to 
inflame with the ſong of war the ſouls 
of redoubted heroes. | 

As ] poſſeſſed not only a tendency 
oy nature, but had alſo been inſtructed 


* 


a 161 


Ide in \ the ſongs and in 5 . be of | 


 Claribert. He was pleaſed, in return 
with the martial ardour which I ai 


played, and would frequently repay 


the reſpect I ſhewed him, by relating 


the achievements of knights af an- 
ld ſing to his 
| harp the mighty deeds of king Arthur, 


cient days. He w 


the banquets of the round table, and 


tuning his voice to a more pathetic 
| ſtrain, the loves of royal 0 Henry and 
fair Roſamond were the theme. He 
ſwept the ſtrings with a graceful air: 
the fire of his genius illuminated his 
countenance. He wore a robe of a 
- 4 violet 
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: violet colour, bordered with a n 
fringe, while the ſnowy hairs which 
decorated his foreliead produced a pic- 


ureſque and reverend contraſt to his 
| apparel. His heroic narrations ani- 
mated my breaſt: I felt my thirſt of 
glory augmented daily, and that 1 
charged in the hour of battle with re- 
doubled intrepidity. This venerable 
bard at length became attached to me. 
le followed my fortunes for the re- 
' mainder of his life: by the charm of 
his verſes he othed me in the day of 
ſorrow, by his wiſdom he reſtrained we 
. b eee my paſſions, 
This reminds me; my lord, (inter- 
lar 1) of Henry the Fourth of 
France and Du Pleſſis Mornay. Who 


9 were e they ? faid the Viſion, 'The for- 


Y 
. 
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ture to Gripkln. yp you ; with <a dow. 


„without incurring 1 the 
tion of flattery) he was the 


Tc 
bel 
F 
. 


— in the days of expiring chi- 


The latter was a Hugonot 
divine, attached to the monarch from 
afection and from. mene 5 1. 


e is it = your 1 rdſhip 

be unacquainted with the exiſtence of 
theſe two celebrated perſonages? 2. FY 
have ever imagined that you airy 
beings were informed of eve 


that occurred upon earth, ſubſe⸗ 


= 


quent to the date of your de 
from this world. Not ſo, repli 


5 


_ 
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CELL 


Strongbow with ſome emotion, not 1 


ſo: our ſituation i Is far from being en- 
viable, We ate ignorant of whatever 
. paſſes here above, unlefs it may relate 

to the hiſtory of our own time. Facts 

connected with the adventures which 
we met with upon earth, we are per- 
mitted to know: in all beſide, we are 
4 ftran gers to what happens i in the upper 
world, and doze away the time in an 


inf ipid oblivion. Sometimes indeed, 
| about Pentecoft and Chriſtmas, we are 
allowed, by a particular indulgence, 
to ſend fome of the members of our 
ſociety in queſt of news to theſe ſu- 
pernal regions, and the account of the 
various faſhions and fantaſtic changes 
i Which take place in the manners and 
| cuſtoms of the iving, amuſe our 
minds, 


"£491 


5 wübdz; an relieve us, for a 1 
from that melancholy torpor in which : 
| our ſenſes are at other times immerged. 
Be aſſured, courteous ſtranger, that 
the greater part of thoſe apparitions 
which, during the gloom of night, ae 
ſeen fitting in church yards and other 


ſolitary places, to the vain terror of 


the timid and the Foolifti are only 
ſcouts whom we have diſpatched for 
the purpoſe of collecting terreſtrial - 
information. A little earthly ſcandal N 


delights us above meaſure, / In other 
reſpects, Heaven knows we are Aa 


| harmleſs tribe. But adieu!“ the let. 1 


ting ſtars grow dim, and the p ey d [ 
 admoniſhes me to diſappear." Fare: 
wells Be pun®tudl RR” - 
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Was a The ben proy- A 
ed ſerene, and Strongbow conti- ö 
"ai; his narration in. theſe words 2 5 
—The judge of the field was ſeated . 
the ſpectators were ranged i in due or- 
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der; the warriors appeared in Proud 1 

array; . the walls and the impending 3 

woods reſounded wich the neighing of 

ſteeds, with the rattling of 'armour, 

with the mingled voices of the dames 

and damſels, of the yeomen and pea- 

ſants who had crowded to the ſpectacle. 

Silence was at length commanded. 

| After a ſolemn pauſe, during which 

| expettation fate on every face, the 

trumpets ſounded, and fix knights of 
Walen 


# 


Wales preſented therkſilves' in the lifts; 
A berald wWlio attended them pro- 
claimed i in form that the Welch knights 


would diſpute the pre-eminence of Vie 


en to arms. This "IS \ 


was forthwi 


I en on the part of 


England, by the dauntleſs Earls ; = Ek 
eiceſter, by Sir N. of 


Devonſhire and 
chard de la Pole, and Sir Hugh de 
Montgomery, Sir Roger de Mild- 
may, and Sir Marmaduke F JE Ice 
Fitzherbert and 1 would gladiy have 
advanced to the charge, in the room 
of Sir Roger and Sir Marmaduke, 
but, being new knights, were con- 
ſtrained to give up the poſt of honour 
to our ſeniors. Each, having made a 
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he Ear oy Leiceſter and Sir Richard 
de la Pole were ſo vigorouſly aſſailed, 
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pected wy impatience ge neee to 


engage. At length the trumpet ſound- 
ed. * wo of the wats: of "M — 


that the former fell back upon the 


crupper of his ſteed, while the latter 


loſt his ſtirrups, and was in danger of 

being diſmounted, when Sir Roger de | 
Mildmay, who had vanquiſhed his op- 
ponent, approaching to the relief of 


Sir Richard, afforded him an oppor- 
tunity of recovering his ſeat, and re- 
turning to the charge with JING 


ex. 
One of the Cambrian knights nam 
ed 
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fed ad the ran glory. 


poſed of chains of iron 
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of Wales and of gane a dec 


wor deficient in retorting he: n 
The field was now clear. But 


ere eee herald uſhered into the liſts 


x knight of an unuſual mag- 
{His coat of mail was cor 


impenetrable. Inſtead of a How, he 


wielded 'a panderofis battle-ax, which 
he ſwung round his head with a me- 
nacing demeanour, while the herald 
proclaimed that all who denied that 
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: beauy... 85 the women pu ghout - 
_ Chriſtendom, f come > forth man 
by man, and meet in arms her juſtly- 
enamoured knight, the unconquerable 
Ulric. A deep ſilence enſued. Each 
ſurveyed, with admiration, the prodi- 
gious bulk and the maſſy arms of th 
diſdainful warrior, who, rode round 
the lifts with a W air, and 
ſeemed already to demand the laurel | 
of victory. This inſolent parade was 
| of no long continuance. Sir | Henry 
de Montagu, a noble and puiſſant 
knight, accepted the defiance, and 
bracing his target, and ſetting his 
lance in its reſt, advanced to main- 
tain, the dignity of the fair dames of- 


England. He bowed reſpeRtfully to 


_ 


2 


ſingham, with an embroidered 
knot, which: he faſtened to his helmet: : 


nd was honoured by his miſtreſs, he 
lady Herminia of the houſe of Wal- 


this done; with an undaunted air, 1. 
Durred. forward to aſſail the haughty 
Dane, who, wit 


approached to receive him.” The on- 


2 feroclous aſpect, 


ſet was fierce on botk ſides. Ulrie, 
uplifting: his tremendous pole-ax, di- 
5 rected it With hideous force at the 


morion of de Montagu, who with 
aſtoniſhing agility avoided a ſtroke 


which nearly overturned the knight 


who aimed it. While Ulric was re- 
 epvering himſelf, his adverſary retreat- 
. to a conſiderable diſtance, i in order 


ta 


1 


1 


o aſſall the Dane with additionaly vis 
| Ps . But a \ misfortune, not. uiicom= : 


mon in the exerciſe of chiy; ry 


trated the. gallant attempt. For l bis ö 


courler, treading, in the midſt of his 
7 career, on one of the ſplinters of a 

broken lance, fell forward, and with 
his weight ſo bruiſed the noble Mon- 
tagu, that he was conſtrained to quit 
the field, and to relinquiſh the vor” 


of chaſtiſing the Daniſh champion. Als 


His place was ſupplied by the Ea 
of Berkſhire, This intrepid Baron be- 
h ſtrode a courſer of prodigious ſtrength, - 
and, at the firſt onſet, had the addreſs 
to bear away the banner which adorn- 
ed the helmet of the gigantic knight © 
of the Princeſs of Jutland. The Earl, 
for this Schipyement, received loud | 

applauſe: - 


as 


. 


A ” 
applauſe: but che ftars were un pro- 
pitious to his ſecond aſſault. For the 
battle-ax of the enraged Scandinavian; 
| already raiſed aloft, deſcending on the 
caſque of his adventurous affailant; 


would haye ſent him to an untimely ot 


grave, had not the goodneſs of the 


| Reel of which his armour was made; 
reſiſted the deadly weapon: He hung T 

. - ſenſeleſs athwart his ſaddle-bow!: his 
hand forſook the reins: his lance fell 
unavailing t to the ground. The diſ- 
courteous Dane was preparing to re- . 
peat the blow, when the youthful Sir 
Andrew Firz-alan, with an ardour be- 
coming his age and name, ſet his 
lance in its reſt, and Pierced the 
target of the inſulting victor. This 
* attack preſerved the Earl of 
„„ Berkſhire, 


beute but almoſt ape fatal tothe 
valorous Sir Andrew. The knight of 
Denmark, exaſperated to find himſelf 
diſappointed of his Prey, by one worn 
he accounted but a ſtripling in 8885 
directed all his ire againſt this new 

antagoniſt, whom he graſped by the 
neck, and preſſed backwards, till his 
head lay cloſe to the erupper of his 
| iced, He then, with his pole-ax, 
dealt ſuch cruel blows on the caſque 
and on the vizor ef the unfortunate 
Sir Andrew, that the breaſts of the 
ſpectators heaved with pity, and groans 
of indignation were heard from every 


fide, Conceive, courteous ſtran ger, 
what then muſt have been the affliction 
and the rage of Sir Reginald, on be- 
holding his beloved heir in this un- 


_ worthy. 
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age, he endeavqured, with trembling 5 
hands, to ſet his lance in its reſt. My 
boſom burned with fury. I was eager 
to engage the unk. 5 

Vvian. 1 looked, around me, to ſee if 

any amongſt the ſenior knights, be- 
fides the ſad Sir Reginald, were pre- 

paring for the onſet. I thought I ſaw 


| ightly. Scandina- 


Northumberland. ſet. his lance in its | 


y reſt. As I. turned towards that part 


of the field where he ſtood, I perceiv- 


ed the Counteſs of Shrewſbury look- 


ing earneſtly upon me. Her intelli- 
gent eyes revealed the purpoſe of her 


ſoul. 1 underſtood them. They. ap- 
peared to ſay, And ſhall this be 
2 endured in the Gght of Earl Strong- 5 

E © bow?” e a modeſt glance 


from 


{4 


1 


ing to revenge Sir Andrew, halted, as 


vered by the ſhock. I drew Gridal- 


2 —— — — 


4 81 
from the Lady Getalda ſeemed alſo to 
reproach me. It was ſufficient. 1 life 
ed up my beaver, and with a threaten- 
ing voice, cried, <« Deſiſt, barbarian— 
and you, galant . retire che -. 
ſtrife is mine.” 

The. warriors who were . protect 


* * 2 8 . 


I ſpoke: the Daniſh champion quitted 
his vanquiſhed adverſary. And now 
Buther, who had been ſpurning the 


ground with impatience, bore me 


againſt. the giant Scandinavian, like 
the thunder when it ſmites the ſtu- 
pendous head of Snowdon, or roars 
amidſt the cliffs and woody pinnacles 


» F * ? 


of Plinlimmon. My lance was ſhi- 


bin: the Dane ſwung his battle-ax 
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with enormous force. So thick, ſo 
Soars Dare: WER ſtrokes we dealt, that 
the field. and the eg towers 
rer echoed. The very earth beneatn 
us trembled. Wonder, and even hor- 
1 mingled with the delight with 
which the vaſt aſſembly ſurveyed the 
hideous conflict. The ferocious cham- 
pion of the Princeſs of Jutland, retir- 
ing a few paces, returned with accu- 


mulated vigour, 3 and beſtowed with his 


battle-ax a blow upon my helmet, 
which deprived me, for ſome mo- 
ments, of my ſenſes : ſight forſook my 
eyes: I bent over my ſaddle- bow. I 
recovered myſelf, however, and, with a 
ſingle ſtroke of my refulgent falchion, 
ſevered the handle of his pole-ax from 
the ſteel, which was juſt then in the 


confidence of his ſtren 6b! 


diſdained to carry Wy © other 00 


ward bb in 2 Kind of free de- 


me. 1 ſheathed Gridalbin, and Hof 
with him arm to atm. The conte 


bl 


for a while, was obſtinate. 1 prefita . 


him with ſuch violence, that he panted 
for breath : his eyes glared with fury 
through his vizor. At length, with 


colle&ed might, I roſe- upon my ſtir· 


rups, and, ſeizing” him by both his 


arms, uplifted him from his ſaddle; | 
then, with a ſudden impulſe, cat ki 


ro the ground, ſeveral paces diſtant 
n his courſer. A mighty ſhout of 
Geo , I 


Hair, with an intent to grapple with 
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Joy ROPE gh the. „ afſerably.; the 
ies reſounded with repeated acclama- 
tions: the name of Strongbow. Was 
al far and wide. | 
I immediately alighted, ah 1 as 
a a. rophy; from the extended Dane, a 
belt of curious workmanſhip : it was 
adorned with rubies and with gold; a 
precious gift from the Princeſs of Jut- 
; land. J then remounted Buther, and 
; rode up to the place where ſate the 
lady Geralda. With a reſpectful air I 
| . preſented her my prize. - © Accept, O 
1 incomparable Geralda, ſaid I, this early 
= memorial of ſucceſsful chivalry,” The 
illuſtrious virgin received it with a 
modeſt grace, and drawing off from 
her left arm (it excelled the new- fallen 


ſnow in whiteneſs) a ſilken glove of a 
3 lilac 


4 


 Hlac'hue, beſtrewn with ſpots of filver, 
diff ſed it in my helmet, where it 
ſhone : a ſplendid. evidence of "yy re 
idity, and of her eſtemn. 
Puilippina de Clarivaux, who fate 
beyond her, beheld what had paſſed 
with envy. * Her face was crimſoned 
with a bluſh of diſcontent. Nor was 
Hugo de St. Paul;her reputed 3 | 
at hand to adminiſter relief or conſbla- 
tion: The Lady Philippina was not 
the only perſon who had conceived 
diſpleaſure. Robert de Bohun, Earl . 
of Hereford, pretended to the ſmiles 
of the beautiful Geralda. Adviſed by 
his vanity to ſeek her love, he con- 
ſidered the recent badge of favour and 
diſtinction with which I had been 
adorned by that noble lady as an in- 
6g 32 
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vſtomary, in thoſe heraie, 
0 the 
= | geld of n e e ee in t 
language of compliment or feſtivity, 
N the ladies to whoſe charms they were 
|. partieularly devoted. It was during 
5 this ceremony that the jealous de Bo- 
„ 1 5 and 


the Lady Gerad was the fair idol of 5 
u von be innec | 5 


whinls: the valiant. Knights achieved 
upon that celebrated day. The con- 
reſt for the ring coneluded the magni. 
ficent and glorious ſpeRtacle. 
the Earls of Wiltſhire and Nine 
berland were conſpicuous. Fitzherbert 
and de Broke, and the valorous de 
Spencer, were likewiſe eminent for 


their agility in this exerciſe. © 80 
portion of applauſe was even | allorted 
1 Strongbow. Two unexpected cir- 
cumſtances, however, ad eee : 
a temporary gloom over the 'fatisfac- 
tion J experienced. In puſhing for 
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„„ 
the ring, I perceived the audacious 
Hereford endeavouring to croſs my 
way, with a manifeſt deſign to rob me 
of the prize, which, by the matchleſs 
Tpeed of Buther, I was on the point of 
obtaining. Enraged at this inſtarice of 
unknightly deportment, I urged my 
courſer in a tranſverſe direction, with 


a view to overtake the malicious Earl, 

and, by the ſhock, incapacitate him 

| | from effecting his intention. But the 

Earl of Northumberland, who was 

aiming for the ring, at the diſtance of 

a few yards beyond me, imagined that 

this ſudden alteration of my courſe. 

proceeded from a defire to intercept 
him by a ſtratagem. He therefore 


reined in his ſteed, and, wheeling to 
the letr, obſtructed me unfortunately 
; 1 


in the mid of my career. 1 che 
force of Buther was irreſiſtible,” I had 
borne my adverſary to the ground, be- 


fore I was well aware that he was the 1 


Earl of Northumberland. My mor- 
tification was exceſſive. I eſteemed 


and admired this magnificent Baron; fs 
his courteſy and gallant deeds ha 


been the object of my imitation. - Re- 
ſerving, therefore, my ven geance on 
the invidious Hereford for a more ſe- 
vere and more uninterrupted diſcuſ- 
 fion, I haſtily diſmounted, to explain 
and deplore the cauſe of this cala- 
mitous encounter. The Lord Nor- 
thumberland was much conſoled to 


learn, that no envy, no enmity of 


mine to him, had given birth to the 


incident which he had fo fatally miſ- 


| taken, 
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which, however, compelled him to re- 
tire into the caſtle, where the damſels 
of: the Earl of Shrewſbury _ 
the proper remedies. © 

Ihe different degrees of merit be- 
ning formally arranged, the heralds pro- 
nounced that the tournament was at an 
end. The day concluded with a prince- 
ly banquet, at which all the knights 
and ladies were entertained. The ge- 
nerous wine, in goblets of gold, re- 
cruited the vigour of the combatants. 


And now all was mirth and plea- 
ſure. Claribert the minſtrel touched 
the harp : he raiſed the ſong, rehearſ- 
ing the deeds of the imperial Charle- 
magne, and of his twelve immortal 
| | Paladins, 
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approx the Her ſtrain the vaulcedt - 
Lala re- 
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cent, we were. ; hoſpitable. We. hated 
{miles of the fair were the incentive; 


and the reco 
| Wa ad gene the intelligence | 
e obtain in our nether regions of 
= paſles here on earth, that our 
ſyſtem of life was, in ſome degree, ob- 
Jjectionable. But alas! how is it with. 
you of the preſent times ? We handled: 
the- 


$ 


= 2 1 5 5 
the battle-ax, you wield the dice- box. 
We ran at the ring, you play at om- 
yours is toaſt and chocolate. Inſtead 
of wigs we wore helmets, and were 
oftener clad in a ſuit of ſteel, than in 
one of cut velvet. We were a ſtately 
and robuſt race, you are an enervated 
| and unmajeſtic generation. We made 
| elaborate and delicate orations to high- 
born and virtuous ladies, as they ſate 
in the gor ge ous balcony of ſome caſtle ; 
you j eft with harlots in the chambers 
of ſome brothel. We travelled into 
diſtant lands to right wrongs and re- 
dreſs grievances, to defend the humble 
and abaſe the haughty and returned 
with our trophies and our truſty ſquires, , 
to our conſtant, chaſte, and rigorous 
miſtreſſes: 


© 93 d 
miſtreſſes: you go 3 abroad to commit 


wrongs and cauſe grievances, to inſult 
the poor, and fawn upon the power- 


ful; and return with a diſeaſed body 
and an impoveriſhed underſtanding, a 
Swiſs footman and a French courtezan. 
If many an ingenious Baron could nei- 
ther read nor write, are. there not mo- 
dern Nobles who employ their pens in 
writing down religion, and undeiing 
their Redeemer ? 
The Viſion was proceeding i in this 


unmerciful ſtrain, when, luckily, the 
church clock at Chepſtow chimed for 


| half paſt two, which alarmed his lord- 


ſhip, and interrupted a vein of very 
diſcourteous ſatire, which I little ex- 


pected. from a peer of his exalted way 


of thinking. 
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95 2 T our next colloquy, the Earl 
apologized for the acrimony with 
which he had deſcanted upon the man. 
ners of the preſent age. He had been 
hurried, he ſaid, unwittingly into the 
ſubject, and had given too looſe a rein to 
that aſperity of remark, to which the 
airy inhabitants of the nether world 
bore ſo violent a pr openſity. It was 

enough. I admired the candour of the 
auguſt apparition, and entreated him 
to proceed 1 in his heroie'narrative. 
My firſt care, ſaid he, on the morn- 
ing after the tournament, was to viſit 


the Earl of Northumberland. I found 5 


him 


him fitting up in bis bed, and liſtenin 
attentively to de Tracy, his Tquire, - 

who was reading to him the hiſtory of 
Amadis de Gaul. I inquired with a 
ſincere ſolicitude concerning his health; 
and was overjoyed to hear, that the 
_ contuſion had given him much les 
uneaſineſs than might have been ex- 

pected from the ſeverity of the fall. 

Our diſcourſe then turned v pon the 
conduct of the Earl of Hereford, In 
the eyes of the Lord Northumberland 
it was unknightly and ignoble; and his 

final opinion was, that the vigour of 

my arm could not be employed in 4 

better cauſe, than in chaſtiſing the in- 
ſolence of that ſelf-ſufficient Baron: 

We then converſed of books of chi- 
valry. The Earl informed me chat, to 

| his 
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his infinite aMidtion, Fe was dans | 

ing to the laſt page of Amadis de 
Gaul, and deſpaired of meeting with 
any other hiſtory which treated of 

* deeds of arms, in a ſtyle at due 1d af- 
fecting and ſublime. I mentioned the 
romance of Sir Bevis of Southampton. 

Alas ! replied he, I have heard it 

ſo often, that it is now engraved too 


deeply on my memory, to afford any 
longer the delight of novelty. The 


8 achievements of Charlemagne and the 
twelve peers of France, would indeed 
be a delicious banquet to my ſoul; but 


unfortunately the manuſcript is become 


ſo ſcarce, that it is exceedingly difficult 


to obtain a ſight of it. There is but 
one, I believe, in all England, and that 
is at the 9 of Glaſtonbury. It is 

written 


written in the e faireſt character, upon 
| the fineſt vellum, and gloriouſly illu- 
minated with pictures, in gold and 
azure, of the celebrated emperor, and 
the intrepid train which defended the 


Chriſtian world againſt the fury of the 
Saracens. I once offered, continued 


he, to pledge the barony of Wark- 


worth to the monks of Glaſtonbury, 
for the loan of that ff plendid' volume 


for one whole year; but ſo ineſtimable 
did they deem it, that my propoſal was - 
ren e 
No ſooner had the Earl of N ee 
berland related this anecdote, than it 
recalled to my mind a matter of a 
ſimilar nature, in which J had ſucceed- 
ed not many months before. I was 
rejoĩced to think that I now poſſeſſed 
"For. I. - the 
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the power of gratifying this illuſtrious 
perſonage. Scarce as that far-famed 
volume is, Maid, I, it is yet not im- 


poſſible to obtain a temporary poſſe 


5 ion of- 1 it. The late Abbot of Tin- 


tern procured a tranſeript of the Glaſ- 
tonbury copy, which, by a bribe of 
ſeven acres of fertile meadow on the 
borders of the Wye, he was induced 
to lend me for a year and a quarter. 
Eight months are now expired: it is 
at your diſpoſal for the reſidue of 
the time; and would to God ! that 1 
could preſent it as a laſting memorial 
of my reſpect and value for the Earl 
of Northumberland. The Baron, af- 
fected with this inſtance of attention, 
ſcized my hand, and replied, with a 
lock expreſſive of the ſatisfaction which 
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7 Yes, heroic lord, the embirtering 8 
collection ſ ſhall he AS 


well as of manners, which attends: 


were united i in a noble and difintereſted 


Ra Sandes wortk as 


Earl Strongbow, overpays me for the 


of my recent miſadyetcure. 


0 mie : 


There is a dignity hag as 


lofty mind, which wins upon our 
hearts, and charms us ĩrreſiſtibly. The 
behaviour of Percy had that effeck 
upon me. F. rom that day forward we 
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It was now determined chat 1 ſhould 
depart. in queſt of Hereford, and A. 
fy. him to mortal combat. I knew 


that he had taken the road to Wales, 


vith an intent to be preſent at a gor- 


geous tournament, to be given by 


Uyn ap Jorweth Prince of Powis. 
Independent of my purpoſe to meet 


Hereford in arms, it was my wiſh to 
ſeek renown in the principality of 


Wales, and at the court of Scotland, 


and from thence to paſs over to King 
Henry, who was in Normandy. I there- | 
fore ordered Otho, my faithful ſquire, 


to make the neceſſary preparations for 


our departure. {O07 
Mean while the image of my adored 


z "es not abſent from my bo- 2 


ſom. To acquire a degree of fame 
which 
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powerful motive of this intended ex- 
pedition. Till my victory over Ulric 
ſupplied me with a ſplendid and tri- 
umphant opportunity of teſtifying, in 
_ the ſight of an applauding multitude, 
my unfeigned devotion to her match- 
leſs charms, reſpe&ful looks, and 
humble ſighs, had been the ſole means 


that I employed to move her celeftial 


boſom. I was determined, however, 
ere my departure from the caſtle, to 

adopt a meaſure which might conduce, 
during the perilous interval of ab- 
ſence, to recall the idea of her ena- 
5 moured knight, and remain as an ele- 


gant and flattering pledge of wp w_ 5 


unſh aken conſtancy. 
H 3 


a ah wal me in the eſteem 
of that accompliſhed maid,” was one 


With 


5 * > 
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Win this deſign, I ſought Clari- 
bert the minſtrel. He was fitting 
beneath an umbrageous oak, ' whoſe 
arms extended acroſs a limpid rivulet, 
which mildly gurgled through the ad- 
Jacent meadows. His harp hung idle 
on a bough, He was muſing on the 
2 of men, and moulding i into verſe 
the ſublimeſt morality. As I drew 
near, he aroſe to meet me. There 
Was ſomething in this ſage ſo benign 
and ſo venerable, that I never ap- 
Proached him but with a kind of filial 
affection. We diſcourſed of my paſ- 
ſion for the fair Geralda, which he 
much commended, and failed not to 
cheriſd, by recording the fidelity of 
antient heroes, and by diſplaying their 
illuſtrious conduct as the ſtandard 
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and Prfttioi of  Lvighty excellence. 
Emboldened by this proof of appro- | 
bation, I beſought the aid of his po- 
etic ſkill, in honour of her who held 
my heart in captivity, and moved | 
him to celebrate in tender verſe the 
luſtre of her beauty. The minſtrel 
with a gracious ſmile conſented, and, 


having remained for ſome minutes 


wrapt in meditation, tuned his harmo- 


Geralda, gentle, wiſe, and fair, 
Incline thee to a Baron's pray r. 
| Whoſe prime ambition is to be, 
DO peerleſs maid} approv d by * 


When in the 3 1 ils: 
The maſly lance, and brace the ſhield, 
*Tis but to gain the glorious ew 1 
Of favour in Geralda's eye. EE” 
| p e oe A 29D 
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My faithful lips ſhall ev'n ad . 


0 In bloody fields thy noble name ; 


And, ere the ſhock of hoſts be givin, 


Invoke thee, as,a ſaint of heay'n. 


Oft as I ſee thee ſtately tread 
Where duteous vaſſals bow the head, 


a And hear the common voice declare, 
BT Thar thou are good as thou art Gary 


By thy ineftimable charms 

My youthful boſom's fir'd to arms, 
And deems th” applauſe of ſuch a mind, 
A triumph of the brighteſt —_— 


: Geralda, gentle, wiſe, and „ 
Incline thee to a Baron's pray'r, 


Whoſe prime ambition is to be, 
'O peerleſs maid ! approv'd by thee, 


Pl perce the haunts of ſavage men, 
And brave the tiger in his den, | 
Will toil by day, by night will wake, 
A ſuff' rer for thy beauty's fake. 


Th' oppreſſor's hand will T reſtrain, 
And looſe the captive from his chain, 
And when return'd, a ſmile from thee 

Shall pay me for my chivalry. 
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Whene'er you ſpeak, where er you move, 
Attentive nobles look and love; ” 
How bleſt of all the knightly train 

Wo hath not look'd nor lov'd in vain? 


Geralda, gentle, wiſe, and fair, | 
- Incline thee to a Baron's pray 'r, ; 2 
Whoſe prime ambition is to be, AS 
O peerleſs maid! approv'd by thee. _ 


Theſe ſtanzas I committed to writ- 
ing, and delivered to Elgiva, a dam- 
fel of the lady Geralda, to preſent i in 
my name to her incomparable mi 
treſs. Elgiva was a maiden of Saxon 
parentage, the fortunes of whoſe houſe 
had been afflicted by the rigours of 
the Norman revolution. Accident 
introduced her to the notice of Ge- 
ralda, who, with a benignity inſe- 
parable from the truly noble mind, 

| n her from the reach of per- 

ſecuti ting | 
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ſecuting a and; as the damſel 
poſſeſſed an upright heart and a lively 
underſtanding, placed her near her 
perſon, alleviating the diſcomfort of 
an inferior condition, by thoſe gene- 
rous arts which great ſouls only have 
the talent to deviſe, and _ md 

-to employ.” {3 
As ſome of my anceſtors had EX= 
ended their protection to the family 
of Elgiva, during the ſevere ſyſtem 
which deprefſed the Saxon natives, 
the grateful damſel was delighted to 
perceive, that it was in- her power 
to ſerve a deſcendant of the houſe of 
Clare, and, by her ſituation, materially 
contributed to promote the ſucceſs of 

my paſſion for the lady Geralda. 
The ſong was well received: the 
empreſs 


r | 
empreſs of my heart took much: de- 
light in poetry. She had obtained 
all the moſt celebrated effuſions of the 
minſtrels, which ſhe wrote in a fair 
volume, and peruſed at thoſe hours 
that ſhe dedicated to retirement. 
But ere my departure from the 
caſtle of the Earl of Shrewſbury, an | 
alarming event happened, which con- 
duced more than all I had as. yet 
achieved, to confirm me in the af. 
fections of | the adorable Geralda. 
Hunting was a recreation of which I 
frequently partook. Late one even- 
ung as 1 returned from the chace, and 
paſſed near a wood that lay contiguous 
to the caſtle, my ears were of a ſudden 
affailed by the voice of a diſtreſſed 
trmale, which on a nearer approach 
0 I could 
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Is, could diſtinguiſh to be that of the 
lady Geralda. I flew like the winds 
of heaven, (for I was mounted upon 
Buther) to the ſpot from whence the 
cries proceeded, and, on reaching it, 


could diſcern by the light of the 
moon, two armed knights on horſe- 


: back, one of whom bore behind him 
the weeping object of my love. 1 
had no weapon but Gridalbin. — By 
the ſpeed of Buther I outſtripped the 


caitiffs.— Hold, monſters !—Gridal- 


bin flamed like a meteor. —The fore- 


moſt, . ſeeing me without armour, 
checked his fteed, and lifted his J ance 
with an intent to fell me. I avoided 
the ſtroke; then darting on him like 
a thunder-bolt, ſeized his arm, and 
whirling aloft my falchion, cleft him 

(with 
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(with ſuch force did the weapon de- 
ſcend) through the morion to the 
very gorget. This done, 1 purſued 
the other, who, by this time, had 
eſcaped to a conſiderable diſtance 
with the beauteous prey. As he was 
unprovided with a lance, and em- 
barraſſed with his courſer, and its 
precious burthen, he was in no con- 
dition to reſiſt me. I diſmounted ; ; 
with one hand araſved his right arm, 
with the other diſengaged Geralda. 
Then dragging the wretch down, I 
placed my foot upon his neck, and 
was preparing to plunge my falchion 
in his throat, when the afflied. fair 
beſought me to ſpare his life, and 
rather ſecure him as a priſoner, that we 
might endeavour to learn, from his con- 
ns | feſſion, 
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| feſtion; "et motives and devilers of this 


villainy. T he counſel was prudent. 


With the bridle of his ſteed; I bound 


dhe hands of the fallen caitiff behind 
bim; : then' «threw him athwart his 
beaft, and, haying faſtened him to the 
ſaddle with the harneſs of the ſteed 
which had belonged t to his companion; 
in that ignominious plight conducted 
1 to the caſtle. 

The priſoner, on receiving aſſur- 
ances that his life ſhould be ſpared, 
(for it was propoſed by ſortie that he 


ſhould be left to periſh in the dun- 
geon) confeſfed that he and his ſlain 


accomplice, had been ſeduced by the 
promiſe of a rich reward from Robert 
de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, to ſeize the 


lady * Geralda, and convey her to a caſtle 


m 
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in a neighbouring foreſt, where the lord 


of Hereford: was to wait for their 


arrival. Imagine, courteous ſtranger, 


what my rage muſt have been, on 
diſcovering the framer of this unutter= 


Buther on the inſtant, and hunted the 


caitiff Earl through every kin g FAY 
of the univerſe. But ſolicitude for 


Geralda, for whoſe health I was 1 
ed, withheld me for the preſent, and 
determined me to poſtpone, not re- 
linquiſh my vengeance. 


You will, doubtleſs, defire to 6 hear, 


in what manner the ruffians had ſuc- 


ceeded in the attempt. It was the 


cuſtom with the ladies of thoſe times, 


to walk abroad in the cool hour of 


evening, either upon the terrace, or 


iſt 


able outrage: I would have mounted | 
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in the ORE of their caſtles, attended 
by ſome of their damſels. Geralda, 


enticed by the ſerenity of the weather 
and by the inviting radiance of the 
moon, had wandered with her faithful 
Elgiva into a little park which lay 

adjoining to the gardens. Elgiva, 
ſoon after, returning for-a handkerchief 
which had been forgotten, the mer- 
cenary caitiffs, who had been lurking 


in that quarter, ruſhed out from their 


concealment, ſeized on the aſtoniſhed 
and defenceleſs Geralda, placed her 
on a ſwift courſer, and were hurrying 
through a thicket which terminated 
the park, in the moment when I (ſuch 
is the goodneſs of all-ſeeing Heaven!) 
was returning by that road to the 
caſtle of the Earl of Shrewſbury. ' 

| But 
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But the dawn appears. I. deſcend 
to the uncomfortable kingdoms of the 
dead. You, ſtranger, who are yet a 
mortal, and ſubje& to human neceſſi- 

ties, no doubt require the refreſhment 
3 ſlumber, the diminution of which 
you are thus courteous to endure, in 
nocturnally attending to the narration 
of my adventures. My lord, replied 
I, any loſs I may ſuſtain in the article 55 
of ſlumber, is valuably compenſated 
by the charms of your diſcourſe, 
Continue, therefore, to communicate 
your illuſtrious ſtory, and as often as 
the ſolitary midnight hour ſhall per- 
mit you to reviſit the regions of this 
world, you may depend on my ap- 
pearing with the moſt inquiſitive 
punctuality, This ſaid, we depart- 
Vol. I, MN 1 ; ed, 
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ed, he to the abode of ſpirits, I to 


TX a2 


% 
5» 
. * 
* 
— . — 


NIGHT VI 


. 
[5 
2 
— — — 22 u 
* — — —— — — * 
1 r y - — * 
— CALI 5 one _ * aig cnet 6 hy 
4 f u Kur -, 1 — — 
e 2 7 2 . 1 a R 
n — —— cha r p CS; 2p. 
i - « , . — ack ** — aw CREE — 5 - W — of 8 
* * 8 7 ' * * — — - —— — 7 
2 * " * P » A7 ns . OO — _— ————— 
— — * . - 2 22 a 9 —. — K — wes 
n _— 0 . =» =o — A > - — — M 


WAS impatient, faid Strongbow 

> at our next meeting, to learn of 
Elgiva whether the health of her lady 
had been affected by the late diſaſter. 
Early on the enfuing morning, I 
ſought for that damſel, whom I met 
in one of the paſſages that led to the 
great hall, and who informed me, 
that, though Geralda had been much 
ſhocked at the miſadventure, yet re- 
poſe, and her joy for the timely ſuc- 
cour ſhe had received, had ſoothed 
her mind, and diſpoſed it to gratitude 
J towards 


I 


1 


for ſome moments, replied, that ſhe © 


kW 
towards Heaven and her delivefef:: 
This account was balm to my afflicted 
mind. I then queſtioned Flgiva os 
the poſſibility of my being admitted 
to an Interview with Geralds, previous 
to my approaching departure from 
the caſtle, She ſmiled, and, heſitatirig 


would endeavour to learn the ſenti- 
ments of her lady upon that point, 


and, if I repaired to the ſame place 


at a particular hour, would acquaint 
me whether I might hope for gs 
indulgence. __ 

In the interim, 1 paid à viſit to the 
Earl of Northumberland, who ſtill 
kept his chamber, and took an af- 
fectionate leave of that illuſtrious 
Baron. I then bent my ſteps to- 

12 wards 
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wards the apartments of the Earl 


and Counteſs of Shrewſbury, whom I 
found preparing for the chapel, and 


received their congratulations on my 
defence of Geralda, and their en- 


couragement to purſue that ſplendid 


path in which I had reſolved to ſeek 
military renown. The noble Shrewſ- 
bury adorned me with a magnificent 
belt, enriched with precious- ſtones, 
and having cordially embraced me, 
retired to his devotions. 

The Counteſs remained. Her eyes 
were ſuffuſed with tears. We looked 
at each other, but ſpoke not. She 
at length broke filence, and with a 
faltering accent thus addreſſed me: 
Your glory — Strongbow —— Here 


The pauſed, and wiped away ſome tears 


which 


[wm 1 
which trickled down her cheeks, TY 
wetted a golden crucifix that hung 


upon her boſom. — Your glory __ 


mands that you ſhould leave me—the 
hope which I repoſe in your valour | 
and your virtue ſhould conſole: me 
for your abſence, ſhould ſubdue this 
affliction but within theſe walls you 
were received an infant, have ad- 
vanced to youth, and ripened into 
= manhood—T have been too long ac- 
cuſtomed to behold your worth, to 
. endure this important ſeparation with- 
out ſorrow. Perhaps I may never more 
-— but I will ſuppreſs the thought. : 
Go, valiant youth, continue to love 
Geralda; but beware of the houſe of 
Falconbridge. May that Being who 
diſpoſes of all human events direct 
"FI your 
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your footſteps and exalt you to trus 
5 glory. Then, taking from her finger 
an emerald, ſhe cried, Preſerve this, 
Farl Richard, in remembranee of her 
who loved you like a mother. This 
faid, the avguſt matron haſtily, with 
drew, leaving me overwhelmed with 
the deepeſt melancholy, I followed 
the Counteſs with my: eyes, till ſhe 
was out of ſight: an unuſual ſadneſs 
ſeized my heart: it forchoded that I 
ſhould never again behold her. ] 
ſtood motionleſs for a while, and loſt 
in thought, till interrupted by the 
entrance of Otho, who came to receive 
ſame neceſſary orders, 

It now drew near the hour at which 
1 was to meet Elgiva. My boſom 
throbbed with impatience ; my mind 

Was 
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was diſtracted by doubt. I repaine 
however, to che appointed place, where 
Elgiva ſoon after joined me. By the 
alacrity of her ſtep and an air f 
cheerfulneſs that played upon her 
countenance, I preſaged chat my ſuit 
had ſucceeded. The damſel made a 
ſign to me to follow her. I obeyed, 5 
and was conducted to an apartment 
of the caſtle magnificently; arched, 
the windows of which commanded a 
rich and extenſive proſpect. In this : 
ſuperb alcoye the ladies of high rank 
were recreated with the view of the de- 
| licious valleys and intermingled wos 
outſtretching far and wide to the 
limit of the horizon, or ſate in ſplendid 
attire, and with a ſtately, though not 
| uncourteous demeanour, received the 

| I + compliment | 


* 
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complimentsof ſuch Knights and Ba- 
rons as reſpected their wiſdom „or ado- 
red their beauty. Here then did 1 
find the fair Geralda. She was ſeated 
on a couch, and ſurrou nded by her 
damſels, who, in imitation of their 
miſtreſs, plied the labours of the 
| needle; beguiling the time either with 
witty diſcourſe, or with pathetic tales 
of heroic love and honour. 

0 vermilion, wont to glow upon 
the cheek of my Geralda, had with- 
drawn, for a while, its aid: a delicate 
and bewitching paleneſs had uſurped 
its place; while the native luſtre of her 
love-inſpiring eyes had ſubſided to a 
ſweet languor, which, however, ſeemed 
to lend a new charm'to ſenſibility, = 


As 1 this accompliſhed | 
maid, 


Fa] 


maid, ſhe ſuſpended her employment, | 


and, in harmonious accents, accoſted 
me as follows: That I have not been 


bereft of my honour, perhaps too 
of my life, I bleſs the eternal Saints, 
and glorify the Queen of Heaven: 


that Earl Strongbow was the inſtru- 


ment of my ſafety, is an additional 
ſource of undiſſembled ſatisfaction. | 


For I will own, heroic Earl, that even 
previous to that event, the ſentiments 


of my heart were not adverſe to a 
paſſion, that I diſcerned through the 
veil of diffidence in which you had 


involved it, and which I ſaw was the 


reſult of generoſity and virtue. I will 


not imitate the irrational policy, ig- 


nobly adopted by too many of my ſex, 
of TY beneath the maſk of an un- 


neceſſary 
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gneceſſary diſdain '@ ſenſe of the high | 


worth of a ſincere and conſtant, lover. 
Were I not aſſured of that unſhaken 
fidelity, which holds ſo diſtinguiſhed 


2 place within your breaſt, this inge- 


nuous confeſſion would be an argu- 


ment of ſimplicity, not a proof of 


an unprejudiced and corrected under- 


| ſtanding, Do not, however, miſtake 


this declaration, for the forwardneſs 
of 2 paſſion that was impatient to 


meet yours: it is a grateful reward of 
well-known ſincerity, of unqueſtion- 
able valour: it is a cheriſhing ray to 
the diffidence of your love, which 


might droop beneath the rigour of | 


an unſeaſonable reſerve. This favour, 


which your merits have obtained for 


| you, ts yet to be augmented. by new 


merits, 
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merits, and new fame, and. may 
forfeited: by vice, by neglect, by in- 
conſtancy. - Preſume nat, therefore, 
too much on what I have faid; but 
proceed in the ways of glory: let the 
image of your Geralda even operate 
as a charm: to allure and retain you 
to the intereſts of virtue. 


Thus ſpoke this celeſtial pattern . | 


8 perfect ion; 5 while, ever and anon, a 
tranſitory bluſh would tinge her pallid 
| check, and add a modeſt grace to maid- 


en dignity, My tranſport upon hearing 


an avowal from her lips, to which my 
fondeſt expectations had not dared to 
look forward, deprived me for ſome 
minutes of all power of utterance. 
And yet diſquietude intruded on this 
joy, when I reflected that its com- 


pletion 
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pletion was remote and inſecure, and 
that the malice of our enemies might 
obſtru& it for ever. Aſſuming, ne- 
vertheleſs, a contented air, I addreſſed 
in theſe words the ingenuous Geralda: 
The applauſe and conſolation, moſt 
adorable lady, which you have deigned 
to beſtow on your enraptured knight, 
are the indubitable offspring of a 
noble mind, and of a boſom replete 
with honour and benignity. It is not 
poſſible that an unworthy thought can, 
even for a moment, find harbour in 
that breaſt, invariably the abode of 
the higheſt ſanctity and virtue. Wiſ⸗ 
dom alone, and ſaint-like excellence, 
can dwell there. Deem not, there- 
fore, that Earl Strongbow can miſ- 
interpret your condeſcenſion: ſuch 

= condu&t 
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conduct would be at once ungrateful 
and unjuſt. Bleſt was the hour in 
which I firſt beheld your beauty, firſt 
learnt the rich value of your heart 
and underſtanding. For love hath 
led me to the path of glory my 
paſſion and virtue have kept pace 
with each other: my devotion to Ge- 
ralda, while it purified my ſoul; en- 
nobled my conceptions, and inſpirited 
my valour. Yes, ineſtimable maid, 
to your charms and your worth my 
| paſt fame is to be aſcribed, to you 
will be attributed my future elevation. 
Alas! without your preſence to en- 
lüven, irradiate, and dignify the ſcene, 
the pomp and pride of life were to 
me an irkſome burthen. To raiſe up 
affliction, 


126 J 
affliction, to tread down arrogance, to 
exalt and illuſtrate his native land in 
the ſight and eſtimation of admiting 
Chriſtendom, is indeed an active prin- 
eiple in the breaſt of Earl Strong- 
bow: but potency and opulence, un- 
connected with you, are objects incon- 
ſiderable in his eſteem; and could his 
ſword open a path to the ſummit of 
human power, his firſt and deareſt 
care would be to place it M your 
feet, and implore you to participate 
of the grandeur he had fought for. 
But if, O angelic Geralda! it be the 
hapleſs fortune of your faithful knight 
to ſink beneath the arm of ſome more 
mighty warrior, even in the lap 
of death will 1 ſpeak of your per- 
* fections, 


L 97 J 
fections, my laſt thought ſhall be of 
Heaven, my laſt but one of you“. 
I ended, and was riſing to retire, 
when the regretting fair preſented me 
with a filken banner which herſelf had 
embroidered, and bade me receive it 
as a pledge of her faith, and as a tie 
"7 upon my own. This ornament, ſaid 
ſhe, will be preſent to your eyes in 
every act of pompous chivalry. In 
the tournament, in the battle it will 
remind you of me, and may inſpire 


you, as if by ſome magic force, with a 


confidence of victory. I received the 


ſplendid gift, (to me invaluable) with 


*A declaration like this laſt, was, ſome een | 
turies -afterwards, made uſe of by Henry the 


Great to the fair Gabrielle d' Eſtrees. No 


; 


doubt, he took the hint of it from Strongbow. 


a look 
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- look more expreſſive of the feelings 
of my heart, than words could have 
been, however eloquent, and quitted 
the lovely Geralda with diſtreſs and 
admiration. The banner was indeed 
my ornament: in all my battles it was 
borne aloft before me, and finally, as 
a precious monument of famous love, 
was tranſmitted to my poſterity. 
I defcended flowly into the court- 
yard, where Otho attended with my 
courſer and my arms. I experienced, 
courteous ſtranger, 4 mournful ſenſa- 
tion at parting from the caſtle of the 
Earl of Shrewſbury. Many incidents 
that had happened in it, during my 
- boyiſh years, now ruſhed upon my 
memory. We frequently contract a 
kind of friendſhip even with things 
inanimate. 


4 


: T1991] 


to my melancholy, and I grieved to 


quit the very ſtones I had * 75 


to walk on. 


0 ſound my ſauire in ane 
With him was the minſtrel, Claribert, 
who had declared his purpoſe of fol- 
lowing me in my adventures, and de- 
voting the few years that Heaven 


might grant him, to my ſervice and 
my fame. I had preſented him with 


a little harp of ſilver, which he wore 


at his breaſt as an enſign of his art, 


and the Earl of Northumberland had 


given him a pied palfrey, on on which 


he venerably ambled by the ſide of 
Buther. 


Vol. I. 5 ä . a 


inanimate. The ſight vf thoſe towers 
long accuſtomed, gave encouragement. 
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As ve paſſed through the caſt le- 
gate, there ſtood on either ſide a re- 


* 


ſpectful throng of the poor and hum- 


ble, who were waiting to receive their 
periodical relief from the hands of the 


lady Geralda. Beſides theſe diſtribu- 


tions, the generous ſoul of this ini- 
mitable virgin had compaſſion on thoſe 
who were either unable or aſhamed to 
petition for her bounty. By her ſecret 
emiſſaries, ſhe explored with dexterity 
the ſituation and wants of thoſe. ſuſ- 
pected of indigence : comfort came 
upon them they know not from 
whence ; for Geralda, like ſome be- 
nign ſpirit from above, ſcattered bleſ- 


ſings around her, but remained in- 


viſible. | 
We had not proceeded many miles, 
re : when 


* 2 151 1 
when we diſcerned, at no it diſ- 
tance before us, Humphrey de la 
Mark and Richard Fitzwalter. Ap- 
prized of my intention to viſit Wales, 
and be preſent at the tournament of 
Lewellyn ap Jorweth, they had de- 
parted, early that morning, from the 
caſtle, and taken the very road which 
they knew I was to travel. I had no 
ſooner joined them, than they con- 
trived to wonder whither I was going, 
and why I had left the caſtle; and, as 
one of their great objects was to de- 


tach me from the tournament, and 
thereby preclude me from acquiring 


renown, Fitzwalter, whoſe native eun- 
ing intitled him to take the lead, pro- 
feſſed to imagine that, as the wea- 
ther was ſo warm, the Jouſts had been 


' K 2 procogue 


proragued to a more favourable op- 
portunity. This I knew to be falſe; 
My curioſity, however, to be witneſs 
to ſome further efforts of their art, de- 
termined me to affect a belief in this 
intelligence. Soon after I perceived a 
caſtle lyin g ſomewhat to the left, which 
I knew to belong to a kinſman of 
De la Mark. Opportunely for theſe 
knights, the ſky began to lour, and 
threaten us with a ſtorm of rain and 
thunder. It was therefore propoſed 
by Humphrey de la Mark, that we 
ſhould bend our courſe towards the 
neighbouring caſtle, where we might 
be certain of a courteous and hoſpi- 
table reception. Thither, according] yz 
we turned our ſteeds. Claribert and 
1 together with the three ſquires, took 


* * 
8 
1 * - 
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and ftraight ;' while F itzwalter, with a 
view af-difplaying! his addrefs;: and 


means, ſtruck into a devious and nar- 


row lane, which ! after, various wind- | 


ings and abliquities, dark paths, and 


| thicket that bordered on the: caſtle. 


De la Mark, too, delighted to be 
deemed à man of art, purſued the 
ſame track, and trotted after Fitz- 
walter with ſubmiſſive admiration. 
The minſtrel and myſelf were the 


firſt to arrive. We retreated to an 


adjacent grove, with intent to wait 
the coming of De la Mark and 


Fitzwalter. We remained there a 


bn time, yet ſtill our two 


bas K 3 knights 


the wb avenue which was; broatl 


from an original fondneſs for indirect 
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and with a ſpiritleſs demea 


of che + thicket, . very W 
The 
cauſe of this condition we were at a 
1oſs to conceive. It appeared, how- 
ever, (by what we learnt from a 
peaſant who had journeyed chat way) 
that Fitzwalter, in preſſing through 
a thorny brake, had dropt into a pit of 
conſiderable magnitude. It likewiſe 


who diſmounted to relieve him, had 
forgot to faſten his courſer to a tree, 


and that the animal, elated with his 
ſudden independance, had betaken 


_ ihimſelf to Ee with an incredible 
. | 


Fitzwalter, as ve was wont, ſave, 


and uttered imprecations. Humphrey 


de la Mark looked abaſhed and fool- 


that they are never in the wrong. 


The ſon of the Baron Fitzwalter laid 


the blame upon his courſer, (which, 


one) and averred with an oath, that 


had it not been for the ſturnbling of 


bis ſteed, he muſt have leaped over 


the chaſm with ſatisfaction and ap- 


plauſe. As a collateral 


not to mention that his lord's beſt 
ſuit of armour was irretrievably ſoiled, 


and his target, from the rents in it, 


become utterly unſerviceable, 
Such was the ſtate of things when 


we entered the caſtle. We were re- 
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noble animal was lamed incurably : 
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ceived with much courteſy :- Emilia 


tive: the banquet. was announced: 
the two unlucky knights put off their 
armour, and with it their chagrin, 
and all things ſeemed to wear an 
aſpect of hilarity. The generous wine 
went round. Our hoſt beſought Cla- 


ribert to raiſe the ſong, and touch the 


ſounding lyre; but the minſtrel was 
ſilent; he pleaded infirmiry, nor would 
he partake of the mirth-inſpiring 
bowl. I had been ſeated beſide Emilia 
de la Mark, but my heart was too full 

of the bright image of Geralda, to 
ſuffer me for a mament to forget that 
fidelity which I owed her matchleſs 

charms and incomparable excellence. 
The weather continuing foul, con- 
ſtrained 


and, during that — my 
Geralda. Claribert awoke me at cle 
dawn of day: he was come to quick 
our departure. My ſon, ſaid he, let 
us haſte from this habitaton: evil 


beheld the feaſt with Hoek Aiſcon- 


tent: I refuſed the mirth-infpiring 


bowl; for craft lurked beneath the 


dence of age, ſaid I within my heart, 
ſhall watch over the incautious mag- 
nanimity of youth, and ſhield it from 
the ſnares of the deceirful. - Laſt 
night, as by accident, I viſited my 
palfrey, I perceived by the glimmering 

light 
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cents upon the pavement.” 
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 Bghriof a lamp, d busg i in a corner 
ol the ſtable, a veſſel containing a 


; ' * * s o . » 1 * 
torments them with a-lingering and 
x | =. — x * * 
* 5 ® 1 hey 
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irremediable malady. The knave 
5 % 


who, no doubt, had prepared this 


wicked -potion, had, fortunately for 
us, been overpowered- by fleep, and 
was ſnoring fupine beneath the man- 
ger: treading ſoftly, therefore, I took 
up the veſſel, and diſcharged its con- 
This ef. 
fort of cunning to detain us at the 
caſtle, beſides preventing your ap- 
pearance at the tournament of Le- 
wellyn, would, were it to ſucceed, be 
productive of conſequences {till more 
aflliting and ſevere. Tour delay in 
LO this 
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this abode would be artfully imputed, 
by the | ſedulous dependents of the 
houſe of De la Mark, to a growing 
paſſion for the lady Emilia, and, ere 
a day had elapſed, each caſtle and 


village for many miles around would 


ring with the report of a love that 
had no being. The active perfidy of 
Richard Fitzwalter would not fail to 
forward it to the caſtle of the Earl 
of Shrewſbury. Emilia may have 
merit: but your heart is in thraldom 
of a nobler object. The lofty ſpirit 
of the lady Geralda, reſenting, alas l 
an unreal infidelity, might hurry her, 


perad venture, into ſome fatal reſolu- 


: tion, that would embitter the ane 
of you both for ever. 


It is enough, good Claribert, re- 
plied 
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plied 1: let us inſtantly de part. So 
ſaying, I buckled on my armour, 
and, as Otho had been admoniſhed to 
prepare our courſers, we quitted the 

ceaſtle, and took the road to Wales, 
which we lately had deſerted. 1 
-could have travelled with prodigious 
| "ſpeed, but was conſtrained to check 
dhe celerity of Buther, for which the 
palfrey of the minſtrel was in no de- 
gree a match. We -proceeded ſome 
miles without meeting any adventure, 
and found ourſelves at length in an 
extenſive foreſt, overgrown with oaks 
ſo reverend and ſo vaſt, that they 
ſeemed to have exiſted ſince the æra 
of the Druids. We were diſcourſing 
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7 upon the cuſtoms of thoſe celebrated - 
xi 4p and of the aſcendant they 
maintained 


(aw) 
maintained over the ancient Gail: 
and Britons, when our ears were, of 


a ſudden, aſſailed by the cries of one : 
who was in peril of ſome horrible 
calamity.” I clapped ſpurs to Buther, 
| who darted with the ſwiftneſs of an 
arrow to the ſpot from whence the 


ſounds proceeded, and where four 


' robbers, who bur juſt then had rifled 


a Benedictine monk, were deliberat- 


Hg whether they ſhould put him to 


the ſword, or ſuſpend him by the 
heels to the branches of an oak, 
under which they meant to adjuſt the 
partition of the booty. The ſacri- 
legious varlets, upon hearing my ap- 
| preach, ran each to his weapon, and, 
ſeeing but a ſingle knight, were pre- 
paring to aſſault me: * directing 

my 


"IO 


TJ 
my lance with as much ſucceſs as 
vigour, I transfixed one of the ruf- 
fians who ſtood the neareſt to me, and 
even pinned him immoveably to the 
trunk of the very tree under which 
they had deſpoiled the defenceleſs 
Benedictine. After which, drawing 
Gridalbin, I attacked the other three, 
one of whom with a partiſan * ſtruck 
me on the hip; but the blow, in- 
effectual from the goodneſs of my 
armour, ſerved only to kindle up 
my fury. For, wheeling on a ſud- 
den, I ſevered, with one ſtroke of 
my well-directed falchion, the head 
of my aſſailant from his body, which 
ſunk upon the enſanguined turf, while 


* A weapon, like that uſed by the yeomen of 
the NS” . * 
3 
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the head, after ſpinning through: tho | 


Air for ſome moments, deſcended at a 
diſtance from the ſcene of ſtrife, and 


I now _—_ the two o remaining 


ruffians, who had fled on beholding 


the ſlaughter of their fellows; but 
loſing ſight of them, and concluding 
that they had provided for their ſafety 
by concealment, I returned to the 
monk, who, with Claribert and Otho, 


was now employed in diſengaging my 


lance from him who had firſt fallen 
a victim to my fury. The expiring 
wretch had juſt confeſſed, that he was 
a native of Poictou, and had once 
been poſſeſſed of rich domains in 


ET which his grandlire had ob- 
tained | 


was loſt 2 the weeds and — 


K 
tained from king William the ſecond, 
rewar for being an inſtrument 
of his avarice and tyranny: that a 
kind of curſe had purſued that ill- 
acquired property: that the ignorance 
and idleneſs in which he had been 
indulged had induced him to diſſi- 
pate, in gaming and debauchery, the 
wealth which his fathers had accumu- 
lated by their crimes: and that, fallen 
into want, contemned by the great, 
and execrated by a people who had 
groaned beneath the exactions of his 
flagitious progenitors, he had joined 
a gang of robbers, and ſubſiſted by 
depredation. The unhappy being 
had implored the forgiveneſs and tho 
ſpiritual conſolation of the injured 


ae who, melted at the ſight, 
o with - 


L * 
ak a pious fervency repeated a ſhort 
prayer,” and preſenting a crucifix, 
ſoothed his parting ſoul with an af 


| ſurance of the unbounded mercy of 


his mild and compaſſionate Redeemer. 
Here the noble Viſion diſcontinued 


his account - for a faint bluſh; now 
viſible in the eaſtern ſky, proclaimed 
the near approach of Aurora. 1 took 
the liberty to aſk him, before he 
vaniſhed, whether ſpirits are indulged 
with ſuch extenſive powers of me- 


mory, as to enable them to narrate 
every circumſtance that happened to 
them, and to remember minutely every 
ſentence and expreſſion of their own 
or of others, during the date of their 
mortality; or was it owing to an 

extraordinary faculty in 1 that 
1 . his 


PPP ENT 60 LAB ae 7 IRS Gen * DD tes 
, > Ta KANE Erna * 


wy VS 


Meh 
Fx 
LIE > *< 
# k — . 
% * 
8 


* & 
* 
* 
— Ly 
i > 
- M..# „ 8. s * 1 * $7 
. 
* 
« ; 2 
_— [4 I'S * 
7 
| cles; Thus ſtr 
* $ 5m" ” * * * * © 3 * 
- 
- 2 
: 
& 
I 
= ES 
F . . * Ly 
— * * o <4 F 43 Ka a * 
3 Ci 
= 
o 2 - 
k - 
9 5 % . 
1 * 
— % 4 * 
4 © 
* 42 - 
3 1 * * 
; ; * 
j4 * 
* 
o v . 
+ * 
1 
* 2 Y 
„ 2 
- 4 of 
4 s 
* 
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TY Fart, at a quarter after twelve) 
and the weapons that had belonged to 
the deceaſed depredators, we ſcooped 
in the ground a ſufficient cavity, 10 
which we conſigned. the headlem 
trunk of the one, and the now breatl- 
leſs body of the other, and covering 
them with earth, proceeded on our 
way with the thankfut Benedictine ; 
firſt gathering up the money, which 
the thieves, in their trepidation, had 
forgotten to ſecure, It amounted! to 
. hundred and flty even marks, 


collating Sow the ad fe the 
| * 2 ce mquip- 
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den of ſome ns whom 
his Abbot was about to ſend to the 
wars in the Holy Land, for the de- 
liverance of Jeruſalem from the op- 
preſſion of the Infidels. The good 
father, truſting to the reſpect which 
is uſually paid to perſons of the ſacer- 

dotal order, had indiſcreetly ventured 
to journey through the foreſt, (it was 
a ſhorter way, by two miles, to the 
Abbey) where thoſe irreligious vil- 
lains, already apprized of his precious 
charge, had diſpoſed . in 
ambuſh to receive him. 

The day was now far advan- 
ced, and the monk, deſirous to ſhew 
kindneſs to his deliverers, beſought 
us to accompany him to the neigh- 
bouring Abbey, for  the#fepoſe and 
reſection of our bodies. It was my 

L wi 


. 
a little town, which was not much 
more than eleven miles diſtant; but, 
as. Claribert was old and infirm, 1 
conſented with alaerity to the en- 
treaties of our companion. Remount- 
ing, therefore, his palfrey, which, dur- 
ing the pillage of its lord, had quietly 
grazed in an adjacent ſpot of paſture, 
he conducted us down an eaſy deſcent 
to the ſkirts of the foreſt, from whence 
we could eſpy the turrets of the mo- 
naſtery. This was a welcome ſight 
to the Benedictine, now. impatient to 
report to the Superior of his ſociety, 


the meritorious tribulation he had re- 
cently undergone, in the ſervice of 
Holy Church, and of the true re- 
ligion. TR | 'r "3 en 
E35; 


and benignant viſage, received 
us with a mixture of hoſpitality and 
applauſe. The gout, which had eon- 
fined him to a couch and pillows, im- 
peded him from conforming to the rules 
of ſalutation; but a gracious nod, an 
inviting eye, and an unaffected ſuavity 
of ſpeech, denoted that we were wel- 
come to this courteous ecclefiaftic. 
The high-arched roofs re-echoed the 
toud praiſes beſtowed by the wonder- 
ing fathers on the achievement of the 
foreſt. Strongbow was pronounced 
to be the flower of knighthood, an 
Orlando in arms, the champion of 
the LY and ornament of chivalry. 
A rich repaſt ſoon ſmoked upon the 


127 81 of which che Abbot, though 
en Ss valetudinary, 
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yaletulinary, a not on al. | 
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take. 


And now, ß 2 g cup 540 


been adminiſtered, 1 many a jocular tale 
had been told, many a pleaſant ſaying 


KR” when the ſolemn bell re- 


minded the merry brethren of velpers, 


Ti he Monks withdrew to prayer and 
meditation; the lord Abbot, too IG 
for piety, temaihed, and, having drunk 
with a Cbrdial air tb the ſublime in- 
5 feitution of chivalry, expatided the 
ſentiments of his heart, as follows: : 
My children, it was not well-judged 


bf our fraternity to diſh patch Fathet 


Hugh upon ſo perilous a 'miſfh on, 


Of all the human beings I have ever . 


known, (and many tive * known) 
hever did I meet one who was fo uni- 


34 formly 


7 


t 32 1 


ſormly unfortunate 28 this Benedic- 
tine. Even the cloi ſter, ſo frequently. 
the aſylum of diſtreſs, cannot ſhelter 
Father Hugh from the enmity of 
Fortune. My children, he was bred. 
a tanner in the town of Nottingham 3 
| but, meeting with miſadventures in 
chat vocation, he propoſed 1 to enli ighten 
his underſtanding with ſeience, and 
betook himſelf with vigour to ſcho- 
laſtic theology. His progreſs 3 in that 
bewitching region of literature, being 
ſomewhat impeded by the mediocrity 
of his intellects, he croſſed the ſeas, 
and ſojourned for a time in Brabant; ; 
here he learnt to weave tapeſtry, 
and here he fatally entered into wed- 
lock. AF lemiſh widow, whoſe goods 
an] chattels were | but ow. in number, 


and 


153 1 


ak whoſe. Virtues were ſtill fewer, | 
had the guile t to trepan him i into mar- 
riage, and deeming it a duty, indif- 
f penſable to her ſalvation, to dans 
on a Pilgrimage. to Paleſtine, the Jit- 
tle wealth -which this luckleſs Bene- | 
diftine had acquired, was expended. 
in equipping. her for chat arduous 
undertaking. | No ſooner had ſhe 
N arrived in Judea, than a foldier in 
the hoſt of Duke Godfrey of Bou- 
logne, caſt eyes upon her : the, frail, 
and faithleſs to her lawful ſpouſe, 
forthwith conſented to become a con- 
cubine. Irritated by the ridings of 
his wife's iniquity, and pained by the 
laughter and malicious pity of the 
Brabantians, he deſerted the labours 
of the loom, and ſought for conſola- 
N e 


Fig} 
tion i in the maritime profeſſion. The 
veſſel had not failed many leagues 


from land, when a tempeſt aroſe, 
which rendered abortive every effort 


of the crew, and cauſed them to be 
wreeked i upon the coalt of Friezeland. 
The lord of that ſtate, being | poor and 
rapacious, affected t to believe that they a 
were a band of pirates, and confiſcated 
fuch portions of the catgo as were 
faved. The mariners 1 were condemn- 
ed to ſuffer death 1 upon a gibbet, and, 
preparatory to. their fare, confined i in 
a dark dungeon. Here Fortune 
ſeemed, as if out of wantonneſs, to 
abate of her uſual rigour to Father 
Hugh; but it was only to plunge 
him in ſtill deeper calamities. The 


| captives eſcaped, by favour of an ex- 
cavation, 


+ 


( 435 1 
cavation, that went under and beyond 


the foundation of the citadel. Hugh 


wandered? into Burgundy, and (pol. 
ſeſſing a ſwarthy and narrow cbunte 
nance, bordered wich à beard of a 
black and greaſy nature) was full 
pected of Judaiſm, and arreſted by 
order of the biſhops of that province. 
Te was in vain that he produced” A 

relique of St. Wulſtan, that he had 
ſaved from the ruin of his foftunes, 
and a figure of Pope Gregory, which 
was ſewn within his doublet. His 
proofs and exclamations were regarded 
Oo htypoeriſy, and the guiltleſs wan 
derer was doomed” to undergo the 
tortures and death of an undoubted 
infidel. It happened, however, that 
a half. brother of Baldwin, Earl of 


F landers, 
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Flanders, who had known him in 
Brabant, was then upon a viſit to the 


Duke of Burgundy: his credit and 


influence ſnatched Hugh from de- 


ſtruction. It were needleſs to narrate 
the many /and various griefs he after- 
wards - endured from the unremitted 
malignity of Fortune. The diſaſtrous 
man, at laſt relinquiſhing the turbu- 
lence of life, ſought reſt and ſecurity 
in the boſom of the cloiſter. I ad- 
mitted him, without ſcruple, a mem- 
ber of this fraternity; for though, 
(Heaven be praiſed for it) I have not 
been myſelf a child of ſorrow, I can 
weep for him that is. Enter, ſaid I, 
my ſon, this manſion of repoſe : per- 
adventure calamity will forget thee. - 
My es, have 7 never ob- 
ſerved | 


1 157 J 
ſerved 'a bullruſh growing in "the 
midſt of a ſtream, and maintaining a 
perpetual ſtruggle againſt the current, 
that with unceaſing | oppoſition now 
preſſes down its head, now ſuffers it 
to riſe ſome ſmall degree, now finks 

it utterly beneath the wave, juſt as it 
endeavoured to upliſt ĩts feeble ſtem? 
Similar is the life of thoſe who ſeem 
born for miſery. But, my children, 
{continued he, flowly raiſing to his 
lips the cup which. had ſtood by him) 
their luxuries are of another world: 
and although I have uſed the term 
Fortune in this ſtory, I conſider theſe 
facts in a more devout point of view. 
There is no ſuch thing as Fortune: 
fare is a very fable: for, the lot is 
laid in the lap, but the diſpoſal there- 
af 


r C00 art 
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As it now waxed late, the tender - 


Scon as the orb of day appeared 
offulgent in the orient, we aroſe and 


t 15s _ 


3 of is 8 the Lord. Tbeſe, n 


leſs, are trials of human reſignation, 
in the perſons of thoſe who ſuffer, of 
human benignity in us; who behold 
them. The wretched, like the poor, 
are let looſe by Providence, that they 
may fall in our way, . « touch- 
ſtane of our charity. 


hearted Abbot was borne by two luſty 
lay- brothers to his chamber; having 
firſt recommended to us another gob- 
let, and a diſh of peppered muſh- 


rooms, or ſome ſuch wholeſome thing. 


But we had already feaſted to our ſa- 
tisfaction, and beſought Father Hugh 
to conduct us to the dormitory. 


prepared 


[ 199 } 
_ prepared. far our departure; While: 
we 7 — in the gate, mat Hugh, 


approached, and prayed my accept 
ance of a little tome, covered with: fine 


vellum, and richly adorned with boſs) 
ſes of gold. It was the commenta - 
tries of ren tranſlated into French, 
= ingenious monk of the Benedic+ 
a ere F aches Hugh. dach ins 1s 


gance oy accuracy chat highly. en- 
hanced the value of the volume. 
This was for a teſtimony, of his grate» 
Fal ſenſe of the ſcaſonable aid I had f- 
forded him in the foreſt. He then 
preſented, by command of the lord 
Abbot, and in the name of the whole 
convent, another ſmall hook, contain- 


e e 
3 _ FS 
i 


n 2 


ON 


ing the liſtory of the "exploits of. 
Alexander, by Quintus Curtius. This 
was alſo in the Norman tongue, and 


4 1 


tranſeribed and adorned with like 
beauty as the other. I received them 


vith delight. Cæſar and Alexander, 


names dear to every Knightly mind, 

I had heard of i in my boyiſh years, and 
long thirſted to peruſe ſome relation 
of their achievements.” Theſe tomes 
were my entertainment in the day of 
peace, and were preſerved as a trea- 
fore invaluable. Configning them, for 
the preſent,” to the care of Otho, I 
took leave of the Benediine, and 


purſued my journey. 


We had not advanced above a alle ; 


from the monaſtery, when we were 
N overtaken by one of the lay- brothers, 


almoſt 


33 
dalmoſt out of breath: he bore 4a meſ- 
ſage from the good lord Abbe ; 7 
queſting that when Earl Strongbow 
| ſhould again "paſs that- ways he would 
not forget to turn Buther towards the 
Abbey. This 1 incerely promiſed, | 
and the lay brother having wiſhed us 
a happy fortune, returned with renn 
to his expecting ſuperior. 
We travelled at an 1 pace, for 
the accommodation of the minſtrel: 
we had time to ſpare ; two days were 
to elapſe ere the tournament ſhould 
be ſolemnized. We paſſed - a little 
bridge. A youth, who was angling HT 
from the wall, upon ſeeing my ſquire, 
ſuſpended his employment, and yield- , 
ed himſelf up to irreſiſtible laughter. 
The countenance of Otho, whoſe vi- 
., ß 20 
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zor was then, raiſed, it ſeemed, . had 
excited this merriment in the ſtripling, 
For beſides having a ficegf an extra- 
ordinary length, and of a ſerious; nay 

melancholy, aſpect, my ſquire was re- 

markable for a very broad noſe, the 
extremity of which was immoderately 
turned upwards ; a. thing ſo: exceed- 
ing rare in a viſage of that form, that 
(particularly when encompaſſed with 
a helmet) it exhibited a very ſtrange 


and even ludicrous appearance. The 
ire of Otho was kindled at this 


conduct. For, thougk honeſt, he 
was wrathful: a man equally con- 
ſpicuous for choler and fidelity. 
Whereupon, with the flat ſide 


of his ſword, he ſmote the ſtripling 
on the crown of the head, as an 


equitable chaſtiſement for his incon- 
ſiderate | 


1 6] 

ſiderate feſtivity. The offender, in 
diſmay, ſent forth a hideous clamour, 
which awoke an armed kni ght who 
was ſleeping in a thicket adjoining to 
the highway. He proved to be the 

lord of the youth, and was preparing 
to revenge his cauſe, when Claribert 
and T, who had ridden on before, were 
returning to enquire into- the grounds 
of this vociferation. A parley enſu- 
ed. The knight, upon learning the 
provocation given, rebuked his at- 
tendant with ſome acerbity, and „ ac- 


quieſcing in the juſtice of the puniſh- 


ment he had endured, informed us 


that the lad had been oftentimes in 
danger, from a natural and invincible 
pPropenſity to laughter, when any ob- 


ject preſented itfelf to bis diverted ima- 


M 2 gination. 
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| gination. He concluded with declar- 


ing, that this intemperate riſibility 
would one day prove fatal to his heed- 


leſs ſquire; for ſuch was the e | 
in which he ſerved him. 5 . 


The Knight, who was travelling 
the ame road that we were, acquaint- 


| ed us with his intention of being pre- 


fear at the tournament - of Prince Le- 
wellyn. He was a native, he ſaid, of 
New Caſtile ; had traverſed, in purſuit 
of glory, the whole kingdom of F rance, 
and learnt to converſe i in the language 
of chat country ; ; that he had been now 


for two years in a kind of honourable 
exile, had viſited Scotland and moſt 
parts of England, and was bent up- 
on a progreſs through the Cambri- 
an principalities. His ſtory, which 


Was 


E 165 5 1 
was newest fingular, he Nest to 
us, as follows: But lol the hour of 
my 1 is come: ĩt en ww 


NI GHT vm. 


M Y curioſity to * the hiſtory 
1 of chis exiled Spaniard, led me 
forth abour midnight to the uſual place 


of meeting. It was not long till 1 
was joined by che nluſtrious ſpirit, b 
who commended my punctuality, and 
thus proceeded: I am ſtyled, ſaid the | 
Caſtilian, Don Juan de Gryalva. My 
father, Don Lewis, is of a noble houſe, 
and one of the richeſt knights in the 


%% kingdom 
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kingdom of cable: Si inherited: 1 
the vaſt eſtates of two childleſs bro- 
thers, who periſhed i in a battle againſt 
the Moors of Granada. I am his only 
offspring. Our caſtle being ſituated near 
Toledo, I oftentimes amuſed myſelf in | 
that celebrated city. One day, as I was 
walking in the iſles of the cathedral, 
and contemplating, with a mixture of 
admiration and awe, that ſumptuous 
monument of religious magnificence, 
my | ears were ſtruck by two female 


voices. O beloved Engracia, ſaid 


one of them, words can. but ill ex- 


preſs with what affliction I am pene- 


trated. It muſt not be. No, we 
will not part: let us flee to ſome diſ- 


tant retreat, and diſappoint the tyran- 


nical intentions of your family, I am 


miſtrek 


t n 1 


miſtreſs of a manſion in the city 1 
Valladolid; thither let us dend our 

ſteps. As you are ſome years young- | 
er than T am, you ſhall paſs for my 
niece: we will live retired, and with 
circumſpeCtion, that the tongue of 
Nander may not wound our good 
name, nor the eye of ſuſpicion look 
on us with diſeſteem. Ah! child, 
now my heart bleeds for you!—To 
ſacrifice youth and ſo much beauty to 

the cloiſter can Heaven be de- 
lighted with ſuch an offering? Na, 
the Saints behold with grief that ſo- 
lemn cruelty which devotes at the 
altar thoſe reluctant victims condemned 
by pride or avarice to celibacy. Theſe 
words inflamed my curioſity. I ap- 
proached the place from whence the 
M4  _ -_ 
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+ voices ſeemed to iſſue, and perceived 

two ladies leaning. on a monument. 
At ſight of me they ſtarted: but on my 
preſenting myſelf with an air of re- 
ſpect, and entreating their forgiveneſs, 
they appeared to be compoſed, and 


we entered into diſcourſe upon the 
venerable pile with which we e 


furrounded. | | 
Donna Inder tbe 7 ye 8 had 


uttered the ſpeech already mentioned) 
ſeemed to be in her thirtieth year. Her 


complexion was olive, and her figure 
rather approaching to plumpneſs than 
to ſymmetry. The other, Donna En- 
gracia, was in the bloom of ſeventeen. 


She was of the middle ſtature, and 


of a n ape moſt exquiſitely turned. 


| Her eyes were of the hazel hue, and 


full 


* OY 


ſinooth 64 open, | en: gs a 


| profuſion of black and gloſſy treſſes, 
ſome of which flowed: gracefully on 

her ſhoulders, and, as the, ſoft breeze 

breathed athwart the iſles of the 


4 * 4 


cathedral, ſcattered the moſt delicious 
odours. Her cheeks, indeed, had, by 
inquietude and ſorrow, been deſpoil- 
ed, for 2 while, of their: carnation 
tint : but her arched and fable brows 
diffuſed upon her countenance an air 
of ſenſe, while the conſciouſneſs of 


birth and worth added a nobleneſs 
to her mien, and ſhed a luſtre on her 


perſon. Theſe external perfections 


were heightened by her accompliſi- 
ments. She danced, ſhe ſung, ſne 
rode, with a grace inimitable, Muſic 


ſhe 
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heart was moved: 


che prioreſs of which is her relation. 
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elegance on her mind which aſſiſted 
the intentions of nature. | 
Such was Donna Engracia. My 
I felt an intereſt 
for this charming ſtranger. The ten- 
derneſs and virtue depicted in her 
features, increaſed the fond impreſ- 


ſion. I now learnt, from the lips of 


Donna Ifidora, that this lovely, but 
unhappy maid, was the daughter of 


of ancient and illuſtrious lineage, but 
the grandeur of whoſe houſe was, 
from poverty, on the decline. He 
hath deſtined her, ſaid ſhe, to aſſume 
the veil, in a convent of Urſulines, 


As 


Don Ferdinando de Padilla, a knight 


the RT nid excelled in; and an 
early taſte for letters had beſtowed an 


% 


Co 7 } 

As Engracia hath an utter abhorrence 
to be ſecluded in a cloiſter, I conſider | 
the day of her devotement as the 
forerunner of her diſſolution. Don 
Ferdinando, proud of his high de- 
ſcent, but unable to beſtow ſuch a por- 

tion on his daughter, as the grandeur | 


of her name and family requires, this 
morning pronounced it to be his final 
refolve that ſhe ſhould dedicate: hep 
days to religion. Here I interrupt= 
ed Donna Iſidora, and, gazing upon 
Engracia with a look of tenderneſs 
and anxiety, exclaimed, Good Heaven! 
is it poſſible that the lovelieſt of wo- | 
mankind can be neceſſitated to endure 


a ſentence ſo inhuman! No, thou 


miracle of excellence, ſaid I, a more 
happy deſtiny, I truſt, awaits thee:; 
| theſe 
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ractions, theſe irre- 
ſiſtible manners are formed to delight 


and bleſs ſome faithful lover. An 


animated converſation now enſued, in 


which I diſcovered new merits and 


new beauties 1 in the S's * Don 
F erdinand. | 
At Dk the two n ane 


| from the cathedral, leaving me in 
deep regret at their departure. My 
mind was now wholly. occupied by 


the ſtory of this afflicted fair, with 


whoſe ill-fortune I had become thus. 
acquainted, of whoſe charms thus 


enamoured. I fate for ſome minutes 
in a profound reverie. The image of 
Donna Engracia had engroſſed my 
heart entirely. At laſt, the cruel ap- 


prehen lon that ſne might be torn 


from 


from, me for ever, obtruded itſelf 
upon me, and I ſunk i into the deepeſt 
melancholy. In this ſituation I re- 
turned to my father's caſtle. My 
accuſtomed exerciſes were now ne 
glected: my ſteed and my arms were 
no longer the objects of my attention. 
My thoughts were directed to no 
other end but the deliverance of En- | 
gracia from the miſery which threat- 


ened . 

With this intent, 1 failed not to 

| frequent with diligence the cathedral, 
and the public walks of the city, in 
the hope of meeting the daughter of 
Don Ferdinand, and of obtaining an 


opportunity of diſcovering my paſſion FE 1 


for her. The purſuit was for ſome 
time unattended by ſucceſs. . One 
day, 


day, however, as I entered the ca- 
thedral, I perceived Donna Engracia 


and her friend Iſidora in one of the 


croſs iſles. My heart flutters with 
Joy. 1 fly to accoſt them with that 


earneſtneſs and ardour which form 


the characteriſtic of a ſincere lover. 
But a ſudden damp checked the 


the lovely eyes of Engracia bathed 


in tears. My grief was inconceivable, 
when Iſidora informed me that Don 


Ferdinand, deaf to the ſupplications 


of his daughter, adhered immoveably 
to his rigorous reſolution. Here the 
kind Ifidora again prefſed Engracia to 
accede to the propoſal ſhe had already 
made, of departing, without delay, to 
her manſion at Valladolid, there to 


9 + remain 
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remain till ſome propitious turn of 
fortune. Unable to conceal what T 
felt on this occaſion, I threw myſelf 

at the feet of the diſconſolate fair, 
and, in terms the moſt paſſionate, 
vowed that my happineſs was inter- 
woven with her fate, and that 1 
would brave every peril in order to 
approve myſelf worthy of her regard. 
A blufh adorned the cheek of my 
Engracia. She was ſilent; but her 
filence was eloquent, and betrayed 
her grateful ſenſe of the offers I had 
made her. Tt was now determined 
that my father ſhould propoſe the 
5 alliance to Don Ferdinando. The 
houſe of Grijalva is noble, though 
much inferior in antiquity to that-of 
the Padillas. We truſted, however, 
| that 


EW] N 
that the vaſt opulence poſſeſſed by 
my facher, Don Lewis, would. induce 
Don Ferdinand to overlook the diſad- 
vantage in reſpect of antiquity, and 
cheerfully conſent to our union. We 
of my earneſt deſire, my father ſet 
out forthe manſion of Don Ferdi- 
== nand, whom he found contemplating 
1 in haughty rapture a pile of ancient 
| | | ſwords and ruſty helmets, the here- 
; ii ditary boaſt of the family of - Padilla, 
amd which had deſcended to them in 
} 1 | ſucceſſion from the very days of the 
i Viſigoths. Tou will believe, noble 
Knight, that this was no favourable 
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omen to Don Lewis. The prop 
received a poſitive rejection; and the 
proud, but indigent Padilla, refuſed 
his 


KE 1 1 
| his conſent to à union ſo edi 


geous, from no other cauſe than that 


the houſe of Grijalva could not date 
its nobility from *. n 'of the 
| Viſigoths. LS e 983 

I was b at the 
news of this * PE ſoon as 
it grew dark, I directed my ſteps 
towards the manſion of Don Ferdi- 
nand, which was ſituated in à folitaty 
quarter of the town, and placed my- 
ſelf at ſome little diſtance from it, 


caſting, now and then, an anxious | 
look towards the caſements, in order 
to catch, if poſſible, one glimpſe of 
my Engracia. While 1 was thus 
employed, the gate opened, and a 


knight iſſued forth, who perceiving 
that J often gazed ſteadfaſtly at the 
Vor. I. * | caſe- 


— x + aan ater i <p - 
* r IL AS > oo «+ IIS oe * ou pos by 
8. *. 8222 . N 2 3 2 — r? r Nr ee: re 5 — : 4 : 8 _ 1 . 
: =>: 7 4 TORTS * 2 5 — —— - 9 a * 5 3 Q * 9 
1 ww 1 - —_— ROLE M .\, 4 2 6554 3 : fy » r - * o 1 
— * 27 a . 2 2 * . _ — * . — w © £4 wa — Fo te” A* » - 0 „ MN "Ws ” jo" > 4 
— . 3 — tb NR I * 2 7 * 22 . p * p n As „ * n 23 3 A — 
. 22 1 8 — Ld Per. * 2 28 — D 2 8 = - I 4 « 7 5 2 be. - . P 7 — — I 1 
2 * Tx > 2 * LE, * =» = Bags a; f 4 8 8 : BE ads af IS» rr 1 ö N n 4 
E SY > » wi av 1 e * — IE a, A ef I e OS * 0 HT + Ne — q AR * n webs wo _— * W a 4 P 
1 r e e eee 5 ; Bo. rs - / 0 mad Meats rg nog a 6 
0 . mech AT F 2 IR SIS SIT OE UREA * 3 - >a * = PE ny Ap = 5 
2 * * 8 | 2 er z 8 2 " 5 : £ 
r D 2 be 
3 4.9 1 * pms Nr * \ Gs 1 N I r ks 


y 2 4 1 " a 
» * {- las MEE 1 n kg _ _ C 7 PRs 5 * — 
vl . Lan Ao eat po Pp roo —— * — 

* . ths * Water 2 * r 


e 45 
OOH 


mY n 


LOS 
N ny K. Y ted a = 
dle a ee 
y a 


e 


err 


> N 


* 
eee 
„„ R 


9 


* r 8 
. brats W _ * 
4 « 3 
1 © G r he 4, Wo a 
r FF rr ir Sree. ty rm OAT WEIRD OH Le5 _— * 
- 1 _ 0 * 
= 5 © 
by * * 8 1 
4 i „ 9 
8 - * 4 
- 
—_ : p i 
2 1 
Y * * 
% = 


gracia. | 


„ 
caſements, demanded in an imperious 


tone what buſineſs I had there, Pro- 

voked at thejinſolence with which I had 
been interrogated, I advanced towards 

the knight, who thereupon. drew his 
ſword: this menacingdeportment cauſ- 
ed me to unſheath mine. A vigorous | 
combat enſued. But fortune declared 


for me: I wounded my antagoniſt ' 


ſo ſeverely in the ſide, that he fell, 
-exclaiming, You have killed me— 
but the fault was mine.—By this 
time, the domeſtics, who had been 
alarmed by the claſhing of ſwords, 
were aſſembled round us. They raiſ- 
ed up the wounded knight, who 
proved, alas! to be Don Lopez de 


Padilla, the only brother of my En- 


Imagine, 


CY 19 FE: 


gie noble: ad my- afs 
fliction at this diſcovery. It threw 
me into utter deſpair: IP © bave ſlain, 
cried I, the brother of her 1 love; 
henceforth ſhall I be the object of 
her hate. I quitted Toledo; I was 
determined to avoid even my father's 
| caſtle, and, in the exceſs of my ſorrow 
and _ deſpair, - took the road towards 
the mountains of the Aſturias. I 
amuſed myſelf, on the way, with 
repeating the name of my Engracia, 
and in liſtening to the echo which re- 
turned it from the hills. No adven- 
ture occurred, till paſſing through 4 
defile, I was ſudd enly beſet by twelve 
men well mounted and well armed. 
« This muſt be he,“ ſaid one of 
them; © he anſwers to the deſcription, 
2 Rn 


ä 
c and it was in theſe parts we were 
directed to ſeek for the offender.” 
I drew my falchion, and endeavoured 
to defend myſelf; but was quickly 
overpowered by their ſuperior num- 
bers, and conducted to a city which 
was a few miles diſtant. I was con- : 
fined a cloſe priſoner /in. a gloomy 
tower, but had not been there long, 
when the governor, attended by 1e- 


veral of the townſmen, entered my 
apartment, and having furyeyed me 
for ſome moments, exclaimed; This 
ſurely cannot be Don Rodriguez de 
Villareal ! No, cried I, aſſuming an 
air of confidence, you behold here 

an unoffending knight, who hath been 
injuriouſly deprived of his liberty. 
0 of the * who appeared 
more 
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reſt, apologized for | the unfortunate : 
miſtake which had been committed, 
and declared themſelves withag to 


make me ſuitable reparation. My 


liberty, replied I, is all that I deſire. 


This was inſtantly granted; my ſteed 
and my arms were reſtored, and I 


purſued without delay my WO 


; towards the Asen 3 . 


town, when I heard the voice of la- 
mentation. 1 turned towards the 
place from whence it proceeded, and 


1 was ſcarce half a mile 8 5 


perceived at the further end of an 


avenue a ſmall caſtle, at a window of 

which ſate a lady who ſeemed to be 
in the deepeſt affliction. I approach- 
ed, and, as became a courteous knight, | 
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made offer of my ſervices, in caſe ſhe 


moſt miſerable of women. I was 
beloved by Don Lopez de Padilla, 


"a young Lord who reſided in Toledo; 
but my family being inferior to his, 


his father, Don Ferdinand, forbade 


him, on pain of his ſevereſt diſplea- 


Don Lopez and I were in deſpair at 


this ſeparation : to-day (as, the com- 
pletion of my woes) I heard that he 


was bein in a ſingle combat with 
a knight unknown. At this part of 
her ftory I ſighed heavily ; ; and, had 


ſhe not been abſorbed in the idea 
of her own miſery, ſhe muſt ſoon have 


perceived the diftreſs I underwent. 


ſtood in need of them. Alas! Sir 
knight, faid'ſhe, I am this day the 


ſure, to continue his addreſſes to me. 


Pon Ferdinand, continued ſhe, hap- 
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pening yeſterday to meet one of my 
- brothers in T oledo, expreſſed himſelf 
in terms ſo inſulting with regard to 
me, that three of my kinſmen have 
ſet out to-day with intent to attack 
him in the duſk of the evening, near 
the gate which leads to the cathedral. — 
There needed no more to alarm 
me. O Heaven! ſaid I, the father 
of Donna Engracia in danger of 
aſſaſſination!— Pardon, lady, my ab- 
rupt departure.—I fly to prevent, if. 
poſſible, the diſmal conſequetaes. of 
what you have related ro me. Clap- 
ping ſpurs to my ſteed, I made fuch — 
expedition, that I arrived in good 
time at the gate of Toledo, which 
had been deſcribed as the place of 
ambuſcade. There I had not re- 
N4 - mained 


| 
1 
| 
| 
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” mained W till three men, cloſely 
muffled up, paſſed me, and took their 
ſtand in an obſcure corner. Theſe 
I immediately concluded to be the 
perſons of whom the lady had in- 
formed me. I judged it, therefcre, 
expedient to enter the city, in the 


hope of meeting Don Ferdinand, and 
diſappointing his enemies of their ex- 
pected revenge. Turning a ſtreet, 
3 perceived an old lord, well mount- 
ed, whom, upon a nearer approach, 
I knew to be him 1 ſought for. I 
: acquainted him, without delay, of the 
danger with, which his life was threat- 
ened. Don Ferdinand, ſurprized and 
alarmed, expreſſed his acknowledg- 
ments to me in the warmeſt terms, 
and urged me to return with him to 


. 0 his 
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ds nden a e Toledo, nd 
who dwelt in a ſtreet adjoining. . As 

we went along, he deſired to have 
the ſatisfaction of knowing to whom 


he was indebted for his preſervation. , 


What then, cried he, on hearing the 
name of Grijalva, are you that knight 


with whom I have lately had ſuch 


cauſe to be incenſed ? But no more. 
he ſervice you have now rendered 
ſubdues my reſentment, My ſon, 
Don Lopez, lives : his wound was leſs 
dangerous than we at firſt had ima- 
gined. He provoked you: he con- 
feſſes it. 4 as Re 

We were now arrived at the reſi- 
dence of the canon. This 


eccleſiaſtic, who had heard of my 


' paſſion for the daughter of Don Fer- 
1 dinand, 
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. dinand, 0 his brother that 
it was now incumbent on him to per- 
form ſome ſubſta ntial act of gratitude. 
The father of Engracia, gueſſing what 
was meant, replied, It was my de- 
termined purpoſe that Donna En- 
gracia ſhould aſſume the religious 
habit; but you love her; you deſerve 
her. Vet know, Grijalva, that ſome- 
thing more is to be done, before my 
daughter can be yours. You are 
young, and, as yet, have not travelled 
in the path of glory. Go forth, then, 
in queſt of fame and honour : ſeek 
them through every kingdom of 
Chriſtendom : when you ſhall have 


acquired a name in arms, the houſe 


of the Padillas will not bluſh to be 


allied to you, In a tranſport of de- 
| 0 light, 


light, I kiſſed the Ja of Don 
Ferdinand, . now quitted the 
canon's, and conducted me to his 
own manſion, where I had the un- 
ſpeakable happineſs of ſeeing and 
converſing with the beautiful and 


accompliſhed Engracia. I did not, 


however, forget to remind Don Fer- 


dinand of the unfortunate TP who 


had contributed to. his preſervation, 


by the intelligence ſhe gave me. He 


admitted her claim to merit, and gave 
us room to hope that, in time, he 
would liſten to the propoſal of her 
union with his ſon, Don Lopez. 
Having ſpent ſome days in a moſt 
delightful intercourſe with Donna En- 
gracia and her family, I took leave 


of them and of my beloved father, 
and 
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and have ever ſince been in ar of 


military renowun. 

Here the gallant Don 1 uan con- 
| cluded. The circumſtances of his 
ſtory, together with his majeſtic mien, 
and courteſy of manners, inſpired me 
with a regard for this wandering 
Spaniard, which was afterwards im- 
proved into a ſtrict and ardent friend- 
ſhip. | We had now entered the 
Cambrian. territorics. What further 
adventures befel us, ere we arrived 
at the princely reſidence of Lewellyn, 
you ſhall learn when next we meet. 
Farewell. 


NIGHT 
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NE firmament was — 
with ſtars, that glittered with 
unclouded brightneſs. The breeze 
was huſhed: the ivy, wont to ruſtle 
its matted leaves, at every breath, 
hung peaceful on the walls. I was 


enjoying © this tranquil Nene; when 


Earl Strongbow approached me, and 
thus continued his narration: Night 
now came on apace. The clouds 
gathered thick above our heads, and 
ere long deſcended in rain, which was 
accompanied with lightning and tre- 
mendous thunder. We found our- 
ſelves in a narrow glen, between two 


A lofty 
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lofty hills that were wooded to their 
ſummits, and perceived that we had 


miſſed our road, while attentive to 
the hiſtory of Grijalva. The rain 
increaſed its violence: our courſers 
were terrified by the lightning, which 
ſhot athwart our eyes in broad and 
Tepeated flaſhes. My chief concern 
was for Claribert, who, wearing no 
armour, was the more expoſed to the 
inelemency of the ſtorm. + At length 
we eſpied, towards the extremity of 
the glen, a great and brilliant light, 
which, as we made towards it, ap- 
peared to iſſue from a caſtle that 
ſtood upon a rocky eminence, over- 
hanging a thick wood. The ſight 
rejoiced us, though unable to account 
for ſuch an extraordinary illumination. 
Another 


Another ſource of ſurprize was the 


every ſide of us. No houſe, no 


cottage to be ſeen: no ſounds to be 


heard, ſave thoſe produced by neigh- 


bouring waterfalls, or by the wind, 


which roared through the lofty trees, 


at intervals, moſt hideouſly. _ 

Such was our celerity, that we 
ſoon arrived at the ſoot of the rock, 

where, faſtening our courſers, we 


aſcended a ſteep and narrow flight 


of ſteps, and gained a platform which 
lay before the gate of the caſtle. 
The gate was ſhut. None opened 
the wicket, none demanded from the 
battlements who we were, and whence 
we travelled. We Knocked, but 
heard not the haſty ſtep of one ad- 
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vanecing to invite us to the cheerful 
hearth; and hoſpitable board. It 
ſeemed as if ſilence had here eſtabliſh- 
ed her kingdom. 

At laſt, Don Juan, who had keener 
like than any of his companions, 
diſcerned the viſage of a blear- eyed 
woman, who conſidered us through 
a ſpike-hole. We accoſt her in 
courteous phraſe, inform her of our 
preſent wants, of our deſtination, and 
beſeech her to admit us that we 
might dry and refit ourſelves. For 
the rain, which had drenched the 
garments of the minſtrel, had pene- 


trated" between the joints of our coats 
of mail. Suddenly the dame with- 
drew, leaving us in all the torment 


of ſuſpence: but ſoon after, with 


* 


exceſſive 


A 

exceſſive joy, we hear the jingling of 
keys behind the wicket : the pon- 
derous bars are uplifted, and the 
doors, with a grateful creaking of 
unoiled hinges, open and give en- 
trance to our benighted ſquadron. 85 

The ſolitary ſtate of things within 
the caſtle induced us to admire the 
courage and confidence with which the 
courteous female had unbarred the 
gates, for the admiſſion of five men, 
three of whom were armed com- 
pletely. With a lantern ſhe con- 
ducted us acroſs the court - yard, 
and from thence into a ſpacious hall, 
where the chearful blaze, that iſſued 
from the chimney, ſoon dried our 
apparel, and revived our vigour. The 
dame was garrulous. We learnt that 
Vol. I. - the 


| „ 
the caſtle belonged to an aged knight, 
ſtyled Sir Everard Fitz-James. He 
is at. preſent, ſaid the dame, at his 
devotions. Scarce had ſhe uttered 
this, when the ſhutting of a door, the 
noiſe of which reſounded through the 
| caſtle, announced to her that Sir 
Everard was riſen from his veſpers. 
She led us therefore into a ſump- 
tuous apartment, where an old man 
of a dignified aſpect received us with 
that cordial courteſy, which diſtin- 
guiſhes the refined and noble-hearted 
from the vulgar, the ſordid, the in- 
ſincere. 5 
Sir Everard (for it was he) en- 
zoined the dame to make ready the 
repaſt, and, deeming that it muſt ne- 
ceflarily excite our ſurprize that no- 


male 


11 
male domeſtic was to be ſeen, ac- 
ed his ſervants and retainers to at- 
tend a. youthful knight, his near of 
kin, to the tournament that was to 
be ſolemnized by Lewellyn ap J or- 
weth. Mean while, added he, the 
dame who admitted you, and the 
damſels ſubject to her authority, of- 
ficiate. After ſome further converſe, 
the table was ſpread, and we partook 
of a comfortable and invigorating 


repaſt. The generous cup went 
round; the minſtrel touched the 
trembling harp, and ſung from Saxon 
lore the loves of royal Edgar che 

beautiful Elfrida. 
But Claribert ſoon bea the ten 
der ſtrain: we perceived our vene-- 
G rable 


EF... 
rable hoſt to be in tears. So abun- 
dantly they flowed, that we became 
affected, and were ſitting in ſilent 
ö fadneſs, when Sir Everard, uttering 
a profound ſigh, addreſſed us in theſe 
terms :—In me, noble knights, you 
behold a rhan' who hath made choice 
of this ſequeſtered mode of life, not 
from the ills of poverty, not from 
diſappointed ambition, but in con- 
ſequence of a misfortune, my grief 
for which no arguments can cure, no 
time erafe from my remembrance. 
If you would know the cauſe, ariſe 
and follow me. So ſaying, he took 
X lighted taper, and led us through 
a long and narrow paſſage, and up a 
winding ſtair-caſe, from which we 
entered a magnificent chamber illu- 
1055 minated 
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Pier by a multitude of brilliant 
lamps that hung from the arched 
roof, and diffuſed a ſplendor which 
emulated the day. Theſe were the 
lights which we had ſeen while in the 
glen. In the midſt ſtood a large table 
of black marble, upon which lay. an 
open coffin of the pureſt alabaſter, 
containing the embalmed body of 
a lady, whoſe . countenance, though | 
ſtricken by the pale hand of death, 
_ diſcovered that a time had been when 
its beauty was extraordinary. 

While we ſtood in aſtoniſhment at 
this ſolemn ſpectacle, Sir Everard 
approached the corpſe with an air of 
love and veneration, and, kiſſing its E 
pallid lips, broke forth into theſe 1 
expreſſions: O Adeliza ! would that 
6 HY O3 Heaven, 


» 
* 
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Heaven, when it deprived me of thee, 

had cut ſhort the thread of my ex- 

iſtence. Thou waſt the only treaſure 

that in this world I prized. —My bliſs 

was interwoven with thine, —Peace, 

fince thy departure, hath been a ſtran- 
. ger to this boſom, and thy unhappy 
Everard knows no relief, fave that 
of viſiting, night by night, this lone- 
fome repoſitory of thy loved remains, 
of prefling thy cold lips with his, 
and of bedewing with fond tears this 
face, that, in my fight, is even in 
death adorable. Then turning to us, 
he cried, Forgive, noble ftrangers, 
theſe emotions of my ſorrow. The 
body you behold is that of a beloved 
conſort, to whom 1 was attached by 
the tendereſt paſſion that eyer glowed 
within 
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within the breaſt of an enamoured 
huſband. We had lived for two 
years in the moſt delightful union, 
when alas ! one day, while ſitting 
in the garden of our caſtle, beneath 
ſome ancient cypreſſes, and ſurveying 
each other with mutual love and 
admiration, my Adeliza received a 
mortal wound from the barbarous 
hand of ſome. concealed ruffian, who | 
plunged amidſt the trees, and eſcaped 
ere my domeſtics could be aſſembled to 
purſue him ; for I, diſtracted with grief 
and horror, had claſped my bleeding 
love, and was endeavouring to ſtaunch l 
the wound. But all my care proved 
yain: her eyes had loft their luſtre, 
her colour was fled, her voice grew 
feeble ; adieu, Everard! ſhe cried, then 
ſunk within my arms and expired. 

O 4 Aſter 
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After a pauſe of ſome minutes, du- 


ring which his eyes were fixed im- 


moveably on the corpſe, Sir Everard 
thus proceeded —Adeliza, ere I be- 


came enamoured of her charms, had 
been addreſſed by a knight, to whom 
the baron, her father, had promiſed 


her in wedlock, and to whoſe affec- 


tion ſhe had made ſome return. This 
knight, though of a noble houſe, was 


not wealthy. Exhorted therefore by 


the father of Adeliza to improve his 


fortunes by an expedition to the Holy 
Land, he attended Duke Robert of 


| Normandy to the cruſades. Ignorant 


of his attachment, I had freely en ter- 
tained a paſſion for Adeliza; and, as 


my riches were conſiderable, the ba- 


ron, her father, encouraged my grow- 
ng 


* 
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ing loye, and ſought to incline her in 
my fayour, by ſuborning ſome ſol- 
diers returned from the Eaſt, to report 


that the abſent knight had there 
eſpouſed the widow of a Norman 


Lord, who was ſlain at the ſiege of 
Antioch. The indignant fair forth- 
with conſented to be mine, and ba- 
niſhed from her heart all memory of 


a perſon whom ſhe was taught to 
conſider as ungrateful and perfidious. 
The ſtroke which robbed my Adehza 


of her life, was doubtleſs given by 


that unhappy knight, (who returned 
about a twelvemonth after our mar- 
riage) or by ſome needy wretch whom 
he had hired to deſtroy her. What 


ſtrengthens this notion is, that from 


that time forth he hath not been 
ſeen in England. I fold the caſtle of 
<> 
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my anceſtors, | which had been the 
ſcene both of my ſhort-lived hap- 
pineſs, and of this lamentable dif- 
after, and, ſhunning ſociety, retreated 
to this wilderneſs, Here, no night 
paſſes, bur I aſcend into this cham- 
ber, and pay a mournful tribute to 
departed excellence. Hourly I brood 
over the remembrance of the paſt, and 
tremble ar the diſtreſsful void which 
is before me. I hate life: I have 
abandoned the world: I have now 
dwelt forty years in this abode of 
deſolation. The woods, the valleys, 
the mountains around, have borne 
witneſs to my grief: they daily re- 

murmur the effuſions of my miſery. 
Here Sir Everard concluded. We 
quitted this funereal apartment, and 
returned to the unfiniſhed goblet, from 
which 
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which we had riſen ſo abruptly. No- 
ble ſtrangers, ſaid the knight, let not 
the tale of my misfortunes ſadden the 
convivial hour: you have not yet 
known affliction. In vain, however, 
did our generous hoſt endeavour to 
reſtore the pleaſures of the ſocial bowl. 
Deep ſighs ſtole often from Gryalva: ; 
I was penſive and melancholy. We 
alſo were abſent from our 8 in 
queſt of greatneſs. Perhaps, ſaid I 
in my heart, even now are avarice 
and falſchood belying us to thoſe for 
whom alone we cheriſh the flame of 
love, and the impreſſion of whoſe 
charms nor time nor abſence can 
efface from our true and enraptured 
boſoms. Sir Everard forbore to ſoli- 
cit us any further, and, ſoon after, we 
N withdrew 


withdrew to forget, if poſfible, under 
the dominion of fleep, the uneaſy 
thoughts which the ſtory of Adeline 
had giyen birth to. 

The ſun had but juſt appeared 
above the eaſtern horizon, when we 
deſerted the downy couch, and were 
viſited by our hoſt, who thus addreſſed 
us: When you have reached, noble 
knights, the lofty towers where lives 
the great Lewellyn, do me kindneſs 
by enquiring for Sir Anſelm, that 
kinſman of whom I ſpoke. Counſel 
him, protect him. Tournaments are 
fcenes magnificent, but perilous. The 
youth 1s brave, and hath a paſſion for 
renown, Alas! ſhould his native ar- 
dour engage him in dire conflict with 


ſome furious and redoubted arm, his 
unequal] 


FIT - 
unequal force muſt bend beneath the 


fore; let the warriors aſſembled in 


preſence of the Prince of Powis | 


| perceive, that the youthful knight is 
not unfriended,—Having given Sir 
Everard the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that 
we would ſeek for and ſupport his 
gallant kinſman, we departed from 
the caſtle; the knight himſelf accom- 
panying us for ſome miles, in order 
to direct us in our ſearch for the pub- 
lic way, by which we were to pro- 
ceed to the royal reſidence of Le- 


wellyn. Such were the intricacies. of 


the woods and mountains throughout 
this wild and lonely region, that, had 
not our good hoſt ſupplied us with 


3 inſtruction, 


— 


rage of, perhaps, an unſparing ad- 
verſary. Shew favour to him, there- 
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inſtruction, we ſhould have been un- 


able to regain the road, and arrive in 


time for the/near-approaching tourna- 
ment. By his aid we at length ſuc- 


ceeded, and, having taken a final leave 
of this ſingular bur worthy perſon, 
continued our journey without any 
interruption, and, ere the orb of day 
had ſunk below the horizon, found 
ourſelves at the caſtle- of the magni- | 
ficent Prince of Powis: 

But farewell, courteous: ſtranger, 
for the preſent. Meet me here again 
at the lone hour of midnight, and 1 


will gratify your ears by a continua- 


tion of my ſtory. Thus having faid, 
Earl Strongbow diſappeared, and I 


returned to my chamber. 


NIGHT 


1 2 1] 


NIGHT X. 


'E had Ine e the vi- 
Lion on the following night) 
fach extraordinary ſpeed, that an en- 


tire day intervened between our arri- 
val and the celebration of the tourna- 
ment. My firſt care was to enquire 
for the proud and audacious Here- 
ford; my fecond, to ſeek the kinf-, / 
man of Sir Everard Fitz-James. 1 
ſucceeded in my ſearch for the lat- 
ter: Hereford was not arrived. Sir 
Anſelm was a youth of an engaging 
preſence, and of noble manners, which, 
joined with our obligations to the 
courteous Sir Everard, determined us 
0 | to 
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to take an intereſt in whatever might 
befall him. 

And here, ſtranger, 1 received the 
tidings of à calamity, that plunged 
me into the bittereſt affliction, and let 
in a train of ills upon my future life, 


which purſued and aggrieved it to 
the hour of my diſſolution. Scarce 
had we been welcomed. by the illuſ- 
trious Lewellyn, and the high-born 
princeſs who was he partner of his 
| throne, when the ſound of a horn at 
the caſtle-gates proclaimed the arrival- 
of a courier, who required, he ſaid, 
to ſpeak with the noble Earl Strong- 4 
bow. Imagine what my grief muſt 
have been, when he announced to 
me the deceaſe of the Counteſs of 
Shrewſbury. 
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Shrewſbury. You may- reinen 
courteous ſtranger, I told you, that 
when taking leave of her, my heart 
Was ſorrowful, and foreboded that 1 
ſhould never again behold that auguſt 
and ineſtimable woman, By the af- 
fecting manner in which ſhe then ad- 
dreſſed me, even ſhe herſelf ſeemed. 
prophetic of the diſaſter. -. NY 
From what the courier further faid, | 
it appeared that her death had hap- 
pened ſuddenly on the night ſubſe- 
quent to my departure: that the next 
morning about ſun-riſe, when her 
damſels approached her bed- ide, as 
was their cuſtom, they found their be- 
loved lady lifeleſs: that, from the 
compoſure then obſervable in her 
countenance and attitude, the tranſit 
of her ſoul from earth to heaven. 
- You. 1: ÞP' ©: ẽ KX 
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rauft have been as peaceable, as her 


paſſage through this life was exem- 


plary : that the grief of her Lord, the 
lamentations of her houſhold, of the 


vaſſals and dependents, to the loweſt 
peaſantry, were as ſincere and exceſ- 


five, as her affection to the Earl had 
been forcible and refined, as her be⸗ 
neficence to the reſt had been un- 

bounded and invariable.. Such was 
the elevation of her birth, the dig- 
nity of her demeanour, the extent of 


her underftanding, the fagacity of her 


mind, that ſhe poſſeſſed an afcendant 
undiſputed, but by her unſought, over 
all of her own fex, and over ma- : 


ny of ours, who were known to her 


in the intercourſe of domeſtic ſociety. 
In fine, a more accompliſhed peereſs 
never adorned the court of England, 


or 


L 2n 1 


improved and ext the ſpirit 0 of 


its chivalry, 
"9M he courier N added, that tlie 


Lady Geralda had retired to the do- 


mains which ſhe inherited in War- 
wickſhire, on the banks of the Avon, : 


and that the Earl of Northumberland, 


now fully recovered, was returned t to 


his caſtle of Alnwick. 

I employed the folloving day in 
muſing, amongſt the adjacent hills, on 
the loſs I had ſuſtained, and on the 
beauteous Geralda. She who would 
have watched over the progreſs of my 


love, who would have repelled the 


calumnies that cunning might deviſe, 
and been a bulwark againſt the baſe= 
neſs of my ſecret enemies, was now; 
alas ! no more, I unboſomed my diſ- 
quiet to the minſtrel, my companion, 
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and beſought him to indite ſome 


tender lay, which I, would forthwith 
diſpatch to the dear object I adored, 


and which would be a new evidence 


of my unaltered fidelity. The kind 
and gentle Claribert, ſenſible of the 
utility of ſuch a mark of homage, 


diſpoſed himſelf awhile to ſtudious 
thought; then tuning his plaintive 


_ harp, ſung the following ſtrain * : 


Ye woodlands, that ſo oft my love ſurvey, is 
Thro' your green regions as ſhe ſeeks her way, 
Swift let th' all-chearing orb each path illume 


That lightleſs winds within your antient gloom, 


And the clear planet of the night watch oer 
Each footſtep of the fair theſe eyes adore. 

* My ingenious friend Mr. John Dryden, who 
took a journey to Chepſtow to viſit me in my 


confinement, ſeeing this production of the min- 


ſtrel on my table, was pleaſed to modernize it 
for me into that ſtyle: of verſe which he and 
Mr. Waller had of late brought into faſhion. 


Thou 


* 


Thou too, fond Avon, whoſe encircling floods 
Embrace the margins of o'er-bending woods, 
That with their ſportive boughs, if e 
breathe, | 
Bruſh thy glad waters as they glide 1 
Do thou, when Summer's fi'ry reign returns, 
When trees and cattle droop, and the dry paſ- 
ture burns, 
Revive her fainting fields, her plants * 


With fragrance, and her fruits with choiceſt 


hue, 


Lend all thy powers to bleſs a e maid, : 


Who erſ a babe upon thy borders play*d, 
And now, repoſing oft her penſive head, 


Thick elms her ſhade, thy flow'ry banks her 


bed, | 
Unlocks her meditating ſoul to thee, 


Feeds not the note of love, nor faithfulneſs 


and me, 


But when 4 ſnows quick melting . 
the hills 

In a vaſt tribute of ten chouland 8 Ny 
Shall ſadden ſend thee with high-ſwelling pride 
To mix thy ſtream with Severn's mighty tide, 
Haſh the loud torrent as thou ſweep'ſt thy way 
By groves where my Geralda's wont to ſtray, 
Curb each ambitious wave that would invade . 
The "on grandeur of n native ſhade, 
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Smooth thy rough current, regulate thy ſpeed, 

And flow with ſweeter murmurs thro* the mead. 
Ah! could ſome ſecret magic in theſe ſtrains 

. Allure my loy'd-one from her diſtant plains, 

Might on my breaſt her glowing check recline, 
And that propitious heart be preſs'd to mine, 

"Theſe rocks ſhould ring with unremitted lays, 
And anſw'ring echoes multiply her praiſe. 


O empreſs of my heart! O matchleſs maid ! 
Why rather rove the lonely ſylvan ſhade ? 
Come with that mien, that luſtre, that ſoft fire, 
Come where the feſtal roofs of pomp aſpire, 
Forſake thy foreſts that the world may prove 
How precious are thy looks, how juſt my love. 
17 No - in thy rural empire ſtill remain. 
8 O'er the wild woods alone extend thy reign ; 
| Some heedleſs lord might ſuffer by thoſe eyes, 
And mourn the muſic on thy lip that hes, 
On all thy modeſt grace too deeply dwell, 
And learn thy nobleneſs of thought too well. 


O empreſs of my heart! O matchleſs maid ! 

Thy bleſt attractions own no human aid; 
Iadulgent nature too from Heav'n hath ſtole 

Some charm divine to beautify thy ſoul. 

Then haſte, but to my ardours only flee; ; 

Give all thy lovelineſs alone to me.— 

Alas! in vain that breaſt T aim to move; 
= Forgive, my fair, this avarice of love: 
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Or Want, that pin'd, now undejected waits 
In decent weeds, to thank thee at thy gates, 
Glad infants prefling round where'er you tread, 


To kiſs the beauteous hand that dealt them 


bread; 
One fav ring ſmile, one ar ring tear from a 
Crowns the high comfort of the e £5 


If haply then, while thus her boſom glows _ 
To give worn age and poverty repoſe, 
Thou, Love, ſome tender moment ever find, 
To ſteal thy ſoft emotions to her mind, 
Till Charity herſelf ſhall fondly ſpare - 
One ray of goodneſs to a lover's pray'r, 
Mine be the bliſs to watch it in her eyes, 
To ſeize th' affections grateful as they riſe, 
Since I, a faithful knight, have tower'd in arms 


The champion of her _ her world: her 


charms, | 


* 


Theſe verſes 1 i to . 
ing, and ſent to the Lady Geralda 
by the ſquire of Don Juan; Otho, 
who was 887 died in a n 


| Eyn 1 now, perhaps, thy n . 
Some new - felt triumph to thy kindred's eyes, © 
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our fteeds and coats of mail for che 
day of tournament. . 


Early on the enſuing morn, my 
ſquire acquainted. me that a troop of 
horſemen were now in view, whom, 


by the banner and accoutrements, he 


4 knew to belong to the Lord of Here- 


ford. Overjoyed at this intelligence, 
I called for my coat of mail, bade 
Otho ſaddle my ſteed without delay, 


and was ſoon in a condition to iſſue 


forth in arms. Leaving Claribert 
behind, I ſet out, accompanied by 
the braye Grijalva, in queſt of my 
unknightly enemy, We had not pro- 


ceeded far, when we were met by the 


retainers of Hereford on their way 
to the . caſtle. Behind them, at a 


little diſtance, rode the Earl himſelf, 


attended by two knights. The hour 


af » 
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of vengeance was now come: I ad- 
vanced, and ſetting my lance in its 
reſt, and ſingling out my foe; wick 
an elevated voice cried, Caitiff, re- 
ceive the bine of thy turpitude 
and audacity: my own wrongs I re- 
venge not: this, wretch, for thy out- 
rage to the Lady Geralda. I faid, 
and the haughty Hereford, wich 4 
furious air, ſer his lance in its reſts 


we retired for ſome paces, in order 
to return with double force upon 
each other. The ſhock was terrible. 
The lance of De Bohun pierced my 

ä target, and ſtruck me with violence on 
the left breaſt. My own lance was 
ſhivered. I unſheath Gridalbin, and, 
cloſing upon my adverſary, deal ſuch 
inceſſant and tremendous blows upon 
his * his habergeon, his target, 
| | . 
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this the * ſparks flew forth Gone 
the ſteel, thick as when ſcattered from 
che glowing metal by the ponderous 
percuſſions of the armourer. The 
caitiff panted, his . he 
tottered on his ſaddle, His courſer, 
preſſed by the weight and vigour 
of Buther, wy unable to withſtand 
ſuch unremitted aſſaults, recoiled 
againſt a ſloping bank near which my 
ſteed had driven him. There lay 
behind the bank, at about the diſ- 
tance of a yard, a fragment of 2 
rock, ſome ancient boundary. The 


faint and overpowered ſteed of Here- 


ford, ſtumbling againſt the bank, 
threw his rider backwards, whoſe 
head falling violently. againſt the top 
of che fragment, a period was put 
inſtantaneouſly to his exiſtence, 


Thus 
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© Thus periſhed, in the twenty-ſb= | 


venth year of his age, Robert de 
Bohun, Earl of Hereford: a mourn- 


ful inſtance that neither elevated ranks 


nor ſplendid anceſtry, nor opulent 


poſſeſſions, nor potent ſway, nor pom- 


pous pageantry, can ennoble him wh 
hath not in his heart and underſtand- 
ing the ſeeds and principles of true 


nobility. The life of the Lord of 
Hereford had, from his early 

leſcence, been a courſe of untamad 

riot, intemperance, and audacity. His | 


pride knew no countroul, his pre- 


ſumption and vanity no limits. In- 
heriting an exalted ſtation in the land, 


he obtained not the reſpect which is 
the birth-right of greatneſs: for' the 
dignity of his origin was debaſed by 
his purſuits, his manners impaired by 

| the 
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the RR of his aſſdciates, his 
political importance by his ignorance 
and temerity. The dupe of the 
factious, the unprincipled, the pro- 


phane, he ſheltered with his power, 


and ſupported with his purſe, the 


machinations of ambition, and the 


outrages of profligacy. His recent 
attempt upon the Lady Geralda 
had been the effect, as we learnt 
ſoon after, not of paſſion for that 
adorable maid, (true love held no 
place within the heart of Hereford) 


but of an ignoble inclination to wan- 


ton contumely. Similar provocations 


he had already given to the families 


of many illuſtrious knights, but the 


rank of the offender had ſecured him 
from retribution. At length, while 


intoxicated with the opinion of his 


OWN 
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onn 3 and d- by e 
latory poiſon of his followers, who 
had taught him to imagine that the 
day would yet come, when his dor- 


mant abilities would ſtart into re- 
nown, and his virtues throw aſide the 
veil of diſſipation, Heaven, or his ill- 
fortune, overthrew him in his career, 
by expoſing him to my wrath and 
irreſiſtible vigour; although accident 
deprived me of the praiſe and ſatiſ- — 
faction of becoming his INS 
deſtroyer, 

His corſe was conveyed to a 
neighbouring city, and interred, with- 
out pomp, in the cathedral. His 
grandmother, a proud and pious wo- 
man, directed a chapel to be built over 
his tomb, and endowed it with a ſti- 
DEQ for two Sou prieſts to lay daily 

maſſes 
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maſſes for the foul of the  Naughtered 


Hereford. 
I returned with Stele to 00 


reſidence of Lewellyn. The jouſts 


were already begun. The two knights 


who accompanied De Bohun when 
we met, and who, during the com- 
bat, fled baſely to the caſtle, had 
now ſpread conſternation through eve- 
ry order, by an exaggerated picture 
of my force and intrepidity, This 
conduct was at once the offspring 
of terror and of policy; for it 
ſoftened and diminiſhed the oppro- 
brium of their cowardice, and ac- 
counted, with ſome decorum, for the 
diſcomfiture of Hereford. The effect, 
nevertheleſs, which ir produced, was 
extraordinary. For Sir T heobald 
Fitz-John, and Sir Sigiſmond de 
9 | Lacy, 


1 K 1 
Lacy, two knights of tigh conceit, | 
and moft petulant pretenſions, (the 
former o whom had unwarrantably 
wreſted from Sir Anſelm a ſcarf, 
that was a favour from his miſtreſs, 
and the latter ſnatched a ſilken banner 
from his helmet, in a mode unjuſtified 
by the laws of tournament) on ſeeing 
me accoſt Sir Anſelm with a friendly _ 
deportment, and frown while the in- 
dignity was related by the youth, gal- 
loped up with an air of affectec 
courteſy, and ſought by vile arts to 
avert the coming tempeſt. Sir Theo- 
bald, with a pale, though ſmiling face, 


and with a trembling hand, held up 
the ſcarf, and begged, in poliſhed 
Phraſe, to know © if it appertained to a 
certain knight, Sir Anſelm, to en 
he would be but too happy to reſtore 
it. 
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JS - it.“ After which, Sir Sigiſmond, with 
= a ſimper that was meant to Ggnif 


5  rranquillity, propoſed * to go in queſt 
It of the banner of Sir Anſelm, (that, on 


. SN appearance, he had haſtily pluck- 

ed from his own helmet, and dropt 8 
upon the ground) which he imagined = 

muſt have fallen unperceived by. the J 

| gallant knight in the hurry of the late 

encounter.” The banner was ſoon 

. found, and I diſmiſſed the aggreſſors 
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. with a ſtare of contempt. N 

1 What other adventures occurred 
42 t the court of the Prince of Powis, | 
18 | 

1 1 mall be related at our next meeting. 

Ri | | For the preſent, . 
alas 

'24 | I 
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